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Co-Sponsor Memos 
 

 HCO2030    White, Martina Amends Title 74 (Transportation) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for freight train crew 
requirement, by adding a chapter to read Chapter 23, 
Railroads. 

 HCO2035    Hanna, Mike Creates a 10-day pass for out-of-state ATV riders. 
 HCO2039    Kortz, Bill Allows for firefighters to have flashing blue lights used on the 

interior of their vehicles when responding to a fire. 
 SCO 876    Street, Sharif (F) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) to provide for special registration 

plates for veterans of an ally foreign country. 
 

Bill Actions 
 
 HB 93    Millard, David (PN 603) Act designating a portion of State Route 93 from the 

boundary line between Berwick Borough and Briar Creek 
Borough, Columbia County, to the boundary line between 
Orangeville Borough and Orange Township, Columbia County, 
as the Stuart Tank Memorial Highway. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-10-17 S Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing, 
Senate Transportation  -- Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Reported as committed from Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 HB 103    Neuman, Brandon (PN 81) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 
980 over the Chartiers Creek in Canonsburg Borough, 
Washington County, as the Officer Scott L. Bashioum Memorial 
Bridge. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-10-17 S Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing, 
Senate Transportation  -- Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Reported as committed from Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 HB 108    Warner, Ryan (PN 85) Act designating Exit 18 of State Route 43 in Fayette 
County as the Staff Sgt. John P. Wanto Vietnam Veteran Exit. 
Effective in 60 days.  
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Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee as amended House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as amended House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 109    Warner, Ryan (PN 86) Act designating Exit 15 of State Route 43 in Fayette 
County as the Lance Corporal Russell W. Naugle Vietnam 
Veteran Exit. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee as amended House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as amended House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 154    Tallman, Will (PN 118) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State 
Route 2003 over the Yellow Breeches Creek, South Middleton 
Township, Cumberland County, as the Sgt. Adam C. Schoeller 
Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 179    Day, Gary (PN 142) Amends Title 66 (Public Utilities), in general 
provisions, further providing for definitions; in contract carrier by 
motor vehicle and broker, further providing for declaration of 
policy and definitions; and, in violations and penalties, further 
providing for unauthorized operation by carriers and brokers. 
Adds any individual who provides or furnishes transportation of 
household property between residential dwellings for 
compensation as a common carrier. Establishes violations 
under subsection (b) as a third degree misdemeanor with a fine 
of $5,000 for a first offense and $10,000 for a second or 
subsequent offense. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 03-13-17 H Removed from the table 
05-10-17 H Set on the House Calendar 
05-10-17 H Laid on the table 
05-10-17 H Removed from the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the House Calendar 

 HB 181    Day, Gary (PN 143) Act designating a portion of State Route 100 in 
Lehigh County as the Captain Mark T. Resh Memorial 
Highway. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 199    Grove, Seth (PN 1054) Act designating the portion of State Route 3078 and 
State Route 3090 in York County from the intersection with 
State Route 116 to the intersection with State Route 3042 as 
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the Private First Class Donald R. Gise Memorial Road. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 160)  

Bill History: 05-10-17 S Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing, 
Senate Transportation  -- Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Reported as committed from Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 HB 218    Saylor, Stanley (PN 1236) The General Appropriation Act of 2017 provides 
from the General Fund for the expenses of the Executive and 
Judicial Departments, the State Government Support Agencies 
and the General Assembly of the Commonwealth, the public 
debt and the public schools for the fiscal year July 1, 2017, to 
June 30, 2018, for certain institutions and organizations and for 
the payment of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close 
of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017; to provide 
appropriations from the State Lottery Fund, the Tobacco 
Settlement Fund, the Aviation Restricted Account, the 
Hazardous Material Response Fund, The State Stores Fund, 
the Milk Marketing Fund, the Home Investment Trust Fund, the 
Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund, the Tuition 
Account Guaranteed Savings Program Fund, the Banking 
Fund, the Firearm Records Check Fund, the Ben Franklin 
Technology Development Authority Fund, the Oil and Gas 
Lease Fund, the Home Improvement Account, the Cigarette 
Fire Safety and Firefighter Protection Act Enforcement Fund, 
the Commonwealth Financing Authority Debt Service 
Restricted Revenue Account, the Insurance Regulation and 
Oversight Fund, the Pennsylvania Racehorse Development 
Restricted Receipt Account, the Multimodal Transportation 
Fund, the State Racing Fund and the ABLE Savings Program 
Fund to the Executive Department; to provide appropriations 
from the Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account to 
the Judicial Department for the fiscal year July 1, 2017, to June 
30, 2018; to provide appropriations from the Motor License 
Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 2017, to June 30, 2018, for the 
proper operation of several departments of the Commonwealth 
and the Pennsylvania State Police authorized to spend Motor 
License Fund money; to provide for the appropriation of 
Federal funds to the Executive and Judicial Departments of the 
Commonwealth and for the payment of bills remaining unpaid 
at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017; and to 
provide for the additional appropriation of Federal and State 
funds from the General Fund, the State Lottery Fund and the 
Tobacco Settlement Fund for the Executive and Legislative 
Departments of the Commonwealth for the fiscal year July 1, 
2016, to June 30, 2017, and for the payment of bills incurred 
and remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2016. The bill is effective immediately and retroactive 
to July 1, 2017, if enacted after that date. (Prior Printer 
Number: 162)  

Bill History: 04-04-17 H House Reed motion to proceed to vote on HB 
218  (Vote Y: 167/N: 31) 
04-04-17 Third consideration 3:46pm 
04-04-17 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:114/N: 84) 
04-06-17 S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate 
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Appropriations 
05-10-17 S Discussed during informational meeting, House 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs  -- House Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs 

 HB 224    Simmons, Justin (PN 426) Amends the Public School Code, in school health 
services, authorizing school bus drivers and school crossing 
guards to administer epinephrine auto-injectors, provided the 
driver adheres to established policies and has successfully 
completed a training program that shall be developed and 
implemented by the Department of Health. Effective in 60 days. 
(Prior Printer Number: 193)  

Bill History: 05-08-17 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 47/N: 0) 
05-09-17 H Signed in the House 
05-09-17 S Signed in the Senate 
05-09-17 G In the hands of the Governor 
05-19-17 G Last day for Governor's action 

 HB 603    Metzgar, Carl (PN 641) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) adding language 
providing a vehicle that is operated by an engine fueled by 
compressed or liquefied natural gas may exceed the 80,000 
pound gross natural weight limit and any axle weight limits by 
an amount not to exceed 2,000 pounds that is equal to the 
difference between the weight of the vehicle attributable to the 
natural gas tank and fueling system carried by the vehicle and 
the weight of a comparable diesel truck and fueling system. 
Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 834    Marshall, Jim (PN 916) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State 
Route 588 over Interstate 376, Chippewa Township, Beaver 
County, as the TFC Blake T. Coble Memorial Bridge. Effective 
in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-10-17 S Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing, 
Senate Transportation  -- Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Reported as committed from Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 HB 928    Jozwiak, Barry (PN 1081) Amends the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device 
and Cosmetic Act further providing for prohibited acts and 
penalties; and amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in licensing of 
drivers, further providing for suspension of operating privilege. 
The stated intent of the bill is to reduce the penalties for most 
cases of possession of small amounts of marijuana. Effective in 
60 days.  

Bill History: 04-24-17 H Meeting cancelled for 04/25/17, House 
Transportation  -- House Transportation 
05-08-17 H Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 205, Ryan Office 
Buildin, House Transportation  -- House Transportation 
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05-08-17 H Voted from committee with request to re-refer to 
House, House Transportation  Judiciary  -- House Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported with request to re-refer to House Judiciary, 
House Transportation  -- House Transportation 
05-08-17 H Rereferred to House Judiciary 

 HB 952    Snyder, Pam (PN 1111) Act designating the bridge, identified as Bridge Key 
53825, on that portion of State Route 1011, also known as 
Castile Run Road, over the South Fork Tenmile Creek between 
Jefferson Township and Clarksville Borough, Greene County, 
as the PFC Brent A. McClellan Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 
days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 1049    Hahn, Marcia (PN 1221) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in licensing of drivers, 
further providing for driving while operating privilege is 
suspended or revoked by adding increasing penalties for 
second, third, and fourth and subsequent violations. Effective in 
60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 1219    Reed, Dave (PN 1447) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State 
Route 1012, known as the Diamondville Bridge, Cherryhill 
Township, Indiana County, as the Sgt. Robert Eugene Goodlin 
Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 1244    Carroll, Mike (PN 1488) Act designating a bridge on that portion of U.S. 
Route 11 over the Susquehanna River between the City of 
Pittston and West Pittston Borough, Luzerne County, as the 
Specialist Dale J. Kridlo Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 1270    Hanna, Mike (PN 1537) Act designating a bridge at the junction of State 
Route 150 and State Route 64 over Fishing Creek in Mill Hall 
Borough, Clinton County, as the U.S. Navy SOC David M. 
Collins Veterans Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.  
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Bill History: 05-08-17 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Transportation 
05-08-17 H Reported as committed from House Transportation 
05-08-17 H First consideration 
05-08-17 H Laid on the table 
05-22-17 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 

 HB 1347    Hanna, Mike (PN 1673) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in snowmobiles and all-
terrain vehicles, expanding the scope of the chapter to include 
modified golf carts and allowing modified golf carts to operate 
at a speed of 25 miles per hour or less on any trail that is 
designated and marked by Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources for modified golf cart use or on which the 
owner has been given specific permission to use. Effective in 
60 days.  

Bill History: 05-05-17 H Filed 
05-08-17 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation 

 HB 1357    Hanna, Mike (PN 1687) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in special stops 
required, further providing for obedience to signal indicating 
approach of train, for vehicles required to stop at railroad 
crossings, and for moving heavy equipment at railroad grade 
crossings by adding "other on-track equipment" as protected 
vehicles. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 H Filed 
05-09-17 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation 

 HB 1364    James, Lee (PN 1693) Amends the Act entitled "An act authorizing political 
subdivisions, municipality authorities and transportation 
authorities to enter into contracts for the purchase of goods and 
the sale of real and personal property where no bids are 
received," further providing for title of the act; adding a short 
title; and providing for contracts for services. The bill creates a 
short title as the Public Contract Bid Nonreceipt Act and 
establishes when a political subdivision, municipality authority 
or transportation authority is required to advertise for bids in 
order to enter into a contract for services and no bids are 
received, the political subdivision, municipality authority or 
transportation authority may proceed by (1) advertising for bids 
a second time, (2) initiating negotiations for a contract to obtain 
the services previously advertised, with any provider not 
otherwise disqualified by law or an enactment or policy of the 
governing body, and (3) at a regular or special meeting of its 
governing body, must publicly announce the identity of the 
parties, the proposed contract price and a summary of the 
other terms and conditions relating to any proposed contract. 
Also establishes penalties for evasion. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-09-17 H Filed 
05-09-17 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Local Government 

 HB 1370    Burns, Frank (PN 1723) Act designating a bridge on Segment 80 of State 
Route 2015, along Overbridge Street and over Railroad Street, 
Lilly Borough, Cambria County, as the Paul E. Sweeney 
Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days.  
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Bill History: 05-09-17 H Filed 
05-11-17 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation 

 HB 1373    Hanna, Mike (PN 1726) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) adding a new 
subchapter providing for the operation of kei class light duty 
trucks on the highways and roadways of the Commonwealth. 
Provides for scope of subchapter; required equipment; 
operation; licensing, financial responsibility, titling and 
registration; seating limitation; and waiver of liability. Effective 
in 180 days.  

Bill History: 05-09-17 H Filed 
05-11-17 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation 

 HB 1381    Harkins, Patrick Amends the Tax Reform Code, in corporate net income tax, 
further providing for definitions. 

Bill History: 05-10-17 H Filed 

 HB 1383    Oberlander, Donna Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in fees, providing for annual 
hauling permits; & in size, weight & load, providing for 
conditions of permits & security for damages & for permit for 
movement of commercial implements & farm equipment. 

Bill History: 05-10-17 H Filed 

 HB 1391    Deasy, Daniel Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in general, 
further providing for duty of driver in construction and 
maintenance areas or on highway safety corridors. 

Bill History: 05-11-17 H Filed 

 HR 310    Pashinski, Eddie Day (PN 1638) Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and 
Finance Committee to conduct a study of the feasibility of 
providing passenger rail service between Wilkes-Barre and 
Scranton in conjunction with the proposed restoration of 
passenger rail service between Scranton and New York City.  

Bill History: 05-04-17 H Filed 
05-05-17 H Introduced and referred to committee on House 
Transportation 

 SB 133    Ward, Kim (PN 555) The REAL ID Compliance Act requires the 
Department of Transportation to submit a written request to the 
Department of Homeland Security that seeks an extension of 
time for the Commonwealth to comply with the provisions of the 
federal REAL ID Act. The amount of time requested for the 
extension shall be at the discretion of the Secretary of 
Transportation. Requires the secretary to also present a report 
to the chairs and minority chairs of the Senate Communication 
and Technology Committee and the Senate and House 
Transportation Committees providing details and all estimated 
costs associated with the implementation and maintenance of 
all remaining requirements for compliance with the federal 
REAL ID Act as determined by the US Department of 
Homeland Security. Also requires the report to include all 
estimated initial and recurring costs to establish and maintain a 
two-tiered system which provides individuals with a choice 
between being issued a standard driver's license or 
identification card or a driver's license or identification card 
compliant with the REAL ID Act. The bill makes repeals the 
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REAL ID Nonparticipation Act. Effective immediately. (Prior 
Printer Number: 155)  

Bill History: 05-10-17 Laid out for discussion 11:07am 
05-10-17 H House Bradford motion to revert to prior printer 
number,  PN 0555  (Vote N: 112/Y: 84) 
05-10-17 Second consideration 11:27am 
05-10-17 H Over in House 
05-10-17 H Rereferred to House Appropriations 

 SB 172    Argall, David (PN 148) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in preliminary provisions, 
further providing for definitions; and, in rules of the road in 
general, further providing for speed timing devices and 
providing for automated speed enforcement systems. The bill 
establishes a program to provide for automated speed 
enforcement systems in active work areas. Portions are 
effective 60 days after publication of notice in the PA Bulletin, 
portions are effective in 45 days, portions are effective 
immediately, and the remainder is effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 03-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
03-22-17 S Laid on the table (Pursuant to Senate Rule 9)  
04-18-17 S Removed from the table 
04-18-17 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations 
05-11-17 S Discussed during public hearing, House 
Transportation  -- House Transportation 

 SB 289    White, Donald (PN 611) Act designating a bridge on that portion of old State 
Route 22 over the Conemaugh River in Blairsville Borough, 
Indiana County, as the Blairsville Area Veterans Memorial 
Bridge; and designating that portion of State Route 4027, also 
known as Business U.S. Route 220, over the Norfolk Southern 
mainline railroad tracks in Grazierville, Snyder Township, Blair 
County, as the John Fredrick Bridges Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 275)  

Bill History: 04-19-17 Second consideration 11:39am 
05-10-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
05-10-17 Laid out for discussion 11:52am 
05-10-17 Third consideration 11:52am 
05-10-17 S Final Passage (Vote: Y: 48/N: 0) 

 SB 431    Scavello, Mario (PN 423) Amends Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 75 
(Vehicles), in nuisances, further providing for the offense of 
scattering rubbish; in registration of vehicles and in licensing of 
drivers, further providing for the acknowledgment of littering 
provisions; and, in miscellaneous provisions, further providing 
for the offense of depositing of waste and other material on 
highway, property or waters. The bill outlines and increases 
fines and penalties for littering. Effective in six months.  

Bill History: 05-10-17 S Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing, 
Senate Transportation  -- Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S Voted favorably from committee as amended Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 SB 444    White, Donald (PN 435) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in taxes for highway 
maintenance and construction, further providing for allocation 
of proceeds by tying the annual maintenance payment of 
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$4,000 to the inflation rate. Applicable retroactively to January 
1, 2008. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-10-17 S Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing, 
Senate Transportation  -- Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S Voted favorably from committee as amended Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 SB 627    Killion, Thomas (PN 700) Amends the Tax Reform Code, in corporate net 
income tax, adding qualified air freight forwarding companies 
under the scope of "taxable income." "Qualified air freight 
forwarding company" is defined as a company that is engaged 
in the air freight forwarding business, primarily uses an airline 
with which it has common ownership and control, and will use 
the revenue miles of the airline. The bill is effective immediately 
but applies to taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2016.  

Bill History: 04-26-17 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Finance 
04-26-17 S Reported as committed from Senate Finance 
05-08-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
04-26-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 SB 636    Dinniman, Andrew (PN 715) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) to apply a 
summary offense to any motor vehicle owner or operator who 
confines a dog or a cat in an unattended vehicle subject to 
extreme heat, endangering the animal's health and well-being; 
enabling witnesses of such an event to contact emergency 
responders who may break into the vehicle to rescue the 
animal provided that a reasonable search is made for the 
owner or operator of the vehicle; making such a responder not 
liable for any damages resultant from such a breaking in; and 
providing for information to be distributed to owner and for 
health treatment for animal. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-09-17 S Meeting set for Off the Floor, Rules Committee 
Conference Ro, Senate Judiciary  -- Senate Judiciary 
05-09-17 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Judiciary 
05-09-17 S Reported as committed from Senate Judiciary 
05-09-17 S First consideration 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 

 SB 651    Browne, Patrick (PN 737) The Capital Budget Project Itemization Act of 2017-
2018 provides for the capital budget for fiscal year 2017-2018; 
itemizing public improvement projects, furniture and equipment 
projects, transportation assistance projects, redevelopment 
assistance, flood control projects, Keystone Recreation, Park 
and Conservation Fund projects, Environmental Stewardship 
Fund projects, State forestry bridge projects, park and forest 
management projects, State ATV/ Snowmobile Fund projects, 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission projects, Oil and Gas 
Lease Fund projects and Motor License Fund projects to be 
constructed, acquired or assisted by the Department of General 
Services, the Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, the Department of Environmental Protection, the 
Department of Transportation or the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission, together with their estimated financial costs; 

http://www.mypls.com/
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00627&SESSION=17R
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?17R309
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00636&SESSION=17R
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?17R319
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00651&SESSION=17R
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?17R316


 May 12, 2017 
 

PLS’s Transportation Recap – Copyright 2017 – Pennsylvania Legislative Services – www.mypls.com 

authorizing the incurring of debt without the approval of the 
electors for the purpose of financing the projects to be 
constructed, acquired or assisted by the Department of General 
Services, the Department of Environmental Protection, the 
Department of Transportation or the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission; authorizing the use of current revenue for 
the purpose of financing the projects to be constructed, 
acquired or assisted by the Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources or the Department of Transportation stating 
the estimated useful life of the projects; making a related 
repeal; and making appropriations. Effective immediately.  

Bill History: 05-08-17 S Reported as committed from Senate Appropriations 
05-08-17 S First consideration 
05-09-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
05-09-17 Second consideration 4:30pm 
05-09-17 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations 

 SB 657    Brewster, Jim (PN 797) Amends the Steel Products Procurement Act further 
providing for payments under contracts providing that no public 
agency shall authorize, provide for or make any payments to 
any person under any contract regarding unidentified steel 
unless, when steel products are supplied under a contract, the 
manufacturer or producer of the steel products maintains 
documentation including, but not limited to, invoices, bills of 
lading, and mill certifications that the steel was melted and 
manufactured in the United States, which establish that such 
person has fully complied with such provision. The steel 
manufacturer or producer shall maintain a system that provides 
for verification by audit the traceability of this documentation to 
the steel products produced. Effective in 60 days.  

Bill History: 05-05-17 S Filed 
05-05-17 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
State Government 

 SB 688    Browne, Patrick (PN 809) Act appropriating $4,703,000 from the Philadelphia 
Taxicab and Limousine Regulatory Fund to the Philadelphia 
Parking Authority and $2,000,000 from the Philadelphia 
Taxicab Medallion Fund to the Philadelphia Parking Authority 
for the fiscal year July 1, 2017, to June 30, 2018. Effective July 
1, 2017, or immediately, whichever is later.  

Bill History: 05-05-17 S Filed 
05-05-17 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Appropriations 

 SR 76    Vulakovich, Randy (PN 718) Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and 
Finance Committee to conduct a study of the feasibility of 
providing two additional passenger rail trips daily between 
Pittsburgh and Harrisburg and its impact on existing freight rail 
service.  

Bill History: 04-18-17 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing, 
Senate Transportation  -- Senate Transportation 
05-10-17 S Voted favorably from committee as amended Senate 
Transportation 
05-10-17 S Reported as amended Senate Transportation 
05-22-17 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
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Committee Stories 

House Transportation Committee 
5/8/17, 1:35 p.m., Room 205 Ryan Building 
By Mike Howells, Pennsylvania Legislative Services  

The committee met to consider legislation.  

HB 603 Metzgar, Carl - (PN 641) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) adding language providing a vehicle that is operated by 
an engine fueled by compressed or liquefied natural gas may exceed the 80,000 pound gross natural weight limit and 
any axle weight limits by an amount not to exceed 2,000 pounds that is equal to the difference between the weight of 
the vehicle attributable to the natural gas tank and fueling system carried by the vehicle and the weight of a 
comparable diesel truck and fueling system. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
committed.  

HB 1049 Hahn, Marcia - (PN 1221) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in licensing of drivers, further providing for driving 
while operating privilege is suspended or revoked by adding increasing penalties for second, third, and fourth and 
subsequent violations. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  

HB 108 Warner, Ryan - (PN 85) Act designating Exit 18 of State Route 43 in Fayette County as the Staff Sgt. John P. 
Wanto Vietnam Veteran Exit. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.  

A00946 by Taylor, makes a site change and changes responsibility to the Turnpike Commission. The amendment 
was unanimously adopted.  

HB 109 Warner, Ryan - (PN 86) Act designating Exit 15 of State Route 43 in Fayette County as the Lance Corporal 
Russell W. Naugle Vietnam Veteran Exit. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.  

A00947 by Taylor, changes responsibility to the Turnpike Commission. The amendment was unanimously adopted.  

HB 154 Tallman, Will - (PN 118) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 2003 over the Yellow 
Breeches Creek, South Middleton Township, Cumberland County, as the Sgt. Adam C. Schoeller Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  

HB 181 Day, Gary - (PN 143) Act designating a portion of State Route 100 in Lehigh County as the Captain Mark T. 
Resh Memorial Highway. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  

HB 952 Snyder, Pam - (PN 1111) Act designating the bridge, identified as Bridge Key 53825, on that portion of State 
Route 1011, also known as Castile Run Road, over the South Fork Tenmile Creek between Jefferson Township and 
Clarksville Borough, Greene County, as the PFC Brent A. McClellan Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill 
was unanimously reported as committed.  

HB 1219 Reed, Dave - (PN 1447) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 1012, known as the 
Diamondville Bridge, Cherryhill Township, Indiana County, as the Sgt. Robert Eugene Goodlin Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  

HB 1244 Carroll, Mike - (PN 1488) Act designating a bridge on that portion of U.S. Route 11 over the Susquehanna 
River between the City of Pittston and West Pittston Borough, Luzerne County, as the Specialist Dale J. Kridlo 
Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  

HB 1270 Hanna, Mike - (PN 1537) Act designating a bridge at the junction of State Route 150 and State Route 64 
over Fishing Creek in Mill Hall Borough, Clinton County, as the U.S. Navy SOC David M. Collins Veterans Memorial 
Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  
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HB 928 Jozwiak, Barry - (PN 1081) Amends the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act further 
providing for prohibited acts and penalties; and amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in licensing of drivers, further providing 
for suspension of operating privilege. The stated intent of the bill is to reduce the penalties for most cases of 
possession of small amounts of marijuana. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported with a request 
to re-refer to the House Judiciary Committee.  

Chairman John Taylor (D-Philadelphia) noted the bridge and road namings passed by the committee "had a similar 
theme," and explained they traditionally represent individuals who have died in service of their community and 
country. He said the committee has had to say no to a lot of members looking to name a roadway for other prominent 
residents to remain consistent with that philosophy. Minority Chairman Bill Keller (D-Philadelphia) supported the 
notion of reserving namings for "fallen heroes."  

- 30 – 
 

Senate Appropriations Committee 
5/8/17, 3:15 p.m., Rules Committee Conference Room 
By Andre Dienner, Pennsylvania Legislative Services  

The committee met to consider legislation.  

SB 651 Browne, Patrick - (PN 737) The Capital Budget Project Itemization Act of 2017-2018 provides for the capital 
budget for fiscal year 2017-2018; itemizing public improvement projects, furniture and equipment projects, 
transportation assistance projects, redevelopment assistance, flood control projects, Keystone Recreation, Park and 
Conservation Fund projects, Environmental Stewardship Fund projects, State forestry bridge projects, park and 
forest management projects, State ATV/ Snowmobile Fund projects, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
projects, Oil and Gas Lease Fund projects and Motor License Fund projects to be constructed, acquired or assisted 
by the Department of General Services, the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the Department of 
Environmental Protection, the Department of Transportation or the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, 
together with their estimated financial costs; authorizing the incurring of debt without the approval of the electors for 
the purpose of financing the projects to be constructed, acquired or assisted by the Department of General Services, 
the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Transportation or the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission; authorizing the use of current revenue for the purpose of financing the projects to be constructed, 
acquired or assisted by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources or the Department of Transportation 
stating the estimated useful life of the projects; making a related repeal; and making appropriations. Effective 
immediately. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  

Chairman Browne outlined the fiscal note indicating the bill itemizes capital projects in the aggregate amount of 
$15,952,767,001; $14,245,575,001 to be funded by the incurring of debt, $119,207,000 to be funded from current 
revenues, and $1,587,985,000 to be financed by the incurring of debt or from current revenues.  

- 30 - 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
5/9/17, 1:45 p.m., Rules Committee Conference Room 
By Andreas Dienner, Pennsylvania Legislative Services  

The committee met to consider legislation.  

SB 636 Dinniman, Andrew - (PN 715) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) to apply a summary offense to any 
motor vehicle owner or operator who confines a dog or a cat in an unattended vehicle subject to extreme heat, 
endangering the animal's health and well-being; enabling witnesses of such an event to contact emergency 
responders who may break into the vehicle to rescue the animal provided that a reasonable search is made for the 
owner or operator of the vehicle; making such a responder not liable for any damages resultant from such a breaking 
in; and providing for information to be distributed to owner and for health treatment for animal. Effective in 60 days. - 
The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  
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Sen. Andrew Dinniman (D-Chester) affirmed the bill requires that a reasonable search for the owner be conducted 
before entering the vehicle, and opined it is simply a "humane way of treating animals."  

- 30 - 

Senate Transportation Committee 
5/10/17, 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing 
By Deborah E. Hannon, Pennsylvania Legislative Services  

The committee met to consider legislation.  

SB 431 Scavello, Mario - (PN 423) Amends Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 75 (Vehicles), in nuisances, further 
providing for the offense of scattering rubbish; in registration of vehicles and in licensing of drivers, further providing 
for the acknowledgment of littering provisions; and, in miscellaneous provisions, further providing for the offense of 
depositing of waste and other material on highway, property or waters. The bill outlines and increases fines and 
penalties for littering. Effective in six months. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.  

A01160 by Scavello, was described as a technical amendment increasing and incorporating fines and penalties for 
littering and for commercial or hazardous waste. The amendment was unanimously adopted.  

SB 444 White, Donald - (PN 435) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in taxes for highway maintenance and construction, 
further providing for allocation of proceeds by tying the annual maintenance payment of $4,000 to the inflation rate. 
Applicable retroactively to January 1, 2008. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.  

A01199 by White, was described as an adjustment in the reimbursement rate for the Department of Transportation's 
"Turnback" Program which transfers the ownership of state-owned roads to a municipality. The amendment was 
unanimously adopted.  

Chairman John Rafferty (R-Montgomery) stated that the department was not in favor of this bill.  

Sen. Camera Bartolotta (R-Washington) inquired about the department's reservations in regards to this bill. Sen. 
Rafferty explained that they are afraid that when dealing with the money of this, it will affect some capital programs; 
however, this hasn't proven to be overwhelming and not every municipality has money to do this and that it's 
voluntary which is key, he said.  

SR 76 Vulakovich, Randy - (PN 718) Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct 
a study of the feasibility of providing two additional passenger rail trips daily between Pittsburgh and Harrisburg and 
its impact on existing freight rail service. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.  

A01106 by Vulakovich, directs the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct a study of feasibility of 
providing two additional passenger rail trips between Pittsburgh and Harrisburg and the impact on existing freight rail 
service. The amendment was unanimously adopted.  

Sen. Randy Vulakovich (R-Allegheny) stated that the study should be completed within nine months.  

Sen. Wayne Langerholc (R-Cambria) stated he is very passionate and very excited about this legislation and thanked 
Sen. Vulakovich. He continued stating that currently there's an excellent ridership but there's only one train in the 
afternoon and then they have to stay overnight. Problem Solutions is a tech company that would benefit from this in 
that they would be able to pull from additional employment from the Pittsburgh area and greatly impact commerce 
increase employment opportunity and overall quality of life, he commented.  

HB 93 Millard, David - (PN 603) Act designating a portion of State Route 93 from the boundary line between Berwick 
Borough and Briar Creek Borough, Columbia County, to the boundary line between Orangeville Borough and Orange 
Township, Columbia County, as the Stuart Tank Memorial Highway. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously 
reported as committed.  
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Rep. Dave Millard (R-Columbia) stated this will commemorate the hard working individuals that produced a light tank 
that was shipped to various continents around the world during WWII and contributed to the country's success in 
WWII and promoting peace around the world.  

HB 103 Neuman, Brandon - (PN 81) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 980 over the Chartiers 
Creek in Canonsburg Borough, Washington County, as the Officer Scott L. Bashioum Memorial Bridge. Effective in 
60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.  

HB 199 Grove, Seth - (PN 1054) Act designating the portion of State Route 3078 and State Route 3090 in York 
County from the intersection with State Route 116 to the intersection with State Route 3042 as the Private First Class 
Donald R. Gise Memorial Road. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 160) - The bill was unanimously 
reported as committed.  

HB 834 Marshall, Jim - (PN 916) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 588 over Interstate 376, 
Chippewa Township, Beaver County, as the TFC Blake T. Coble Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as committed.  

- 30 - 

House Transportation Committees 
5/11/17, 10:00 a.m., Room 140 Main Capitol 
By Andre Dienner and Jeff Cox, Pennsylvania Legislative Services 

  The committees held a public hearing on Governor Wolf's proposed per capita fee for state police coverage in local 
communities and various legislative proposals regarding municipal patrol services. 

HB 822 Saylor, Stanley - (PN 900) Amends the Administrative Code granting the Pennsylvania State Police the duty 
to establish a fee schedule for services rendered to municipalities having a population in excess of 10,000 or a 
population density in excess of 160 persons per square mile which rely on the Pennsylvania State Police as the 
primary police agency. Fees shall not be established for specialized police services available to all municipalities, 
only for primary police services in municipalities without the protection of an organized police department. The fees 
shall be paid into the General Fund. Effective in 60 days. 

HB 860 Grove, Seth - (PN 966) Amends the Administrative Code adding a new section establishing the State 
Trooper Services Contractual Program. Requires a municipality or adjacent municipalities that currently have, or prior 
to January 1, 2013, had an organized police force or contracted police coverage through a regional or municipal 
police department and disbanded their police force or eliminated their contracted police services to enter into an 
agreement with the Pennsylvania State Police for State trooper services and agree to pay for those services. Also 
requires the commissioner of the State Police to enter into agreements with boroughs and townships for the 
furnishing of police protection by one or more State troopers on a contractual basis at agreed-upon hours and 
locations. Provides the moneys paid for the services shall be credited to a restricted account and used for the 
express purpose of financing the services for which the contract price was paid. Also requires the State Police to 
promulgate rules and regulations to implement this new section and the contractual agreements authorized by this 
section. Effective immediately. 

HB 959 Sturla, Mike - (PN 1528) Amends Title 44 (Law and Justice) adding a chapter providing for municipal patrol 
services, imposing a fee for service on municipalities for municipal patrol services provided by the Pennsylvania 
State Police and providing for State Police patrol services agreements, for allocation of funds, for fees for 
intermunicipal police response and for penalties. The total annual fee shall be equal to the appropriation to the State 
Police from the Motor License Fund during fiscal year 2016-2017 less the appropriation to the State Police from the 
Motor License Fund beginning during the calendar year during which the services are provided. The fee shall be 
assessed a portion of the total annual fee on a per capita basis, except that a municipality that receives State Police 
part-time patrol services shall pay a fee of one-third per capita of the rate assessed to municipalities that receive 
State Police full-time patrol services. Effective July 1, 2017, or immediately, whichever is later. 

Chairman Taylor indicated the hearing is on whether revenue should be collected from municipalities for use of the 
Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) but is a transportation issue as they were assigned the bills which would impact the 
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Motor License Fund and attempt to address its underlying funding issues. "This is not about whether state police 
should be funded at whatever level; this is about how that should happen," he added. 

Minority Chairman Keller concurred, saying the issue is important and could have a significant fiscal impact. "We're 
here today to find out some solutions," he summarized. "Hopefully we'll come to a funding source so we can keep the 
highways and bridges open and the state police happy." Randy Albright, secretary, Office of the Budget, thanked the 
committee for considering the governor's $25 per capita fee. He explained the fee would be for municipalities that 
completely rely on the state police for protection. 

Leslie Richards, secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) emphasized transportation 
projects need a lot of work. She said state police provide a vital function and need to be properly funded, and drew 
on personal experience in Whitemarsh Township which she said spent a quarter of their budget at $300 per capita 
for a local police force. Sec. Richards also explained that funding was an obstacle to completing other important 
projects and voiced fear of municipalities increasingly taking advantage of free state police service. She described 
the $25 fee as "a bargain" which will still serve to help the state police. 

Lt. Col. Stephen Bucar, deputy commissioner of staff, Pennsylvania State Police (PSP), highlighted the significant 
role and duty of PSP, with legislative mandates to provide service to municipalities at no cost whether or not they 
have their own police department. He explained the most recent census would be used to charge the $25 per capita 
fee for municipalities without their own force, and praised the state police for the myriad of services and supports 
they provide such as suspicious package searches, DNA testing, critical infrastructure protection, and fielding large 
amounts of tips. On assistance to municipal police, he highlighted figures demonstrating the PSP role in 
municipalities with over 13,000 requests for assistance, 15,000 requests for assistance for other agencies, 100,000 
incidents handled, 40 homicides investigated, and 24 shooting incidents. 

Chairman Taylor clarified the state police want funding no matter where it comes from and excused Lt. Col. Bucar 
from responding to questions related to where that money should come from. He also confirmed the fee would be a 
payment directly from municipalities, and asked how much the proposal would generate. Sec. Albright said it would 
generate $63 million to offset state police services costs to municipalities, which he described as "significantly less" 
than current actual costs of $234 per capita. Chairman Taylor then asked how the proposal would affect 
municipalities with their own forces. Sec. Albright explained the fee is only for municipalities which rely entirely on the 
state police for services. He also referenced Act 124 of 2012 as the first step to address the issue through motor 
vehicle fine handling, but said the proposed fee would further close that gap. 

Chairman Keller referenced the $25 fee being fixed along with a yearly 4 percent reduction in PSP funding from the 
Motor License Fund and how it will be handled in the budget, Sec. Albright indicated the administration is open to 
discussions of implementing a cost of living adjustment (COLA), multiplier, or a different structure. However, he 
reiterated the most pressing issue is fairness to citizens who currently pay for both municipal protection and state 
police services "It's not fair, and there should be some type of compensation from those communities," he 
summarized, but said dialogue can occur to pinpoint an answer. Chairman Keller noted distressed municipalities are 
exempt. Sec. Albright said most distressed municipalities already provide their own police services. Chairman Keller 
then moved to enforcement of the fee. Sec. Albright indicated specific mechanisms could be discussed and could be 
structured in minimally intrusive yearly transfers. 

Chairman Keller noted Sec. Richards brought the issue up last year with issues related to increased costs for 
highway maintenance and money from the Motor License Fund diverted to police. He asked if there are still 
construction issues. Sec. Richards said balancing the transportation budget was difficult as that number transferred 
out of the Motor License Fund kept growing, but with fiscal code changes PennDOT now knows exactly what they 
are looking at regarding funding and has set a 10 year approach to the construction program. "This is a huge help to 
us and we feel good about it," she added. Chairman Keller also inquired as to what the impact on PSP will be if the 
yearly 4 percent reduction from the Motor License Fund is not replaced. Lt. Col. Bucar said the $25 fee and other 
proposed increases would enable PSP to "remain whole." He said if not, the $93 million gap would eliminate cadet 
classes and trigger 800 furloughs. On response times to municipalities without local police, Lt. Col. Bucar maintained 
data varies significantly with varying distances from state barracks. 

Chairman Taylor noted the $93 million funding gap is a similar figure to the difference of what will be spent this year 
and what was spent last year. Sec. Albright said it was a coincidence and discussions can occur on an appropriate 
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fee amount, but the $25 fee is a modest starting point. Rep. Rothman asked if a municipality with a police force does 
not pay the fee, whether PSP will still respond. Lt. Col. Bucar said with or without a fee, PSP service will not change. 
Rep. Rothman asked what percentage of services went to municipalities without a force. Lt. Col. Bucar explained 
prior to the proposal PSP did not maintain such data, and would need to be further examined. Rep. Rothman then 
wondered, for purposes of the proposal, what police service is defined as for municipalities with a force versus 
municipalities without a force. Lt. Col. Bucar outlined that municipalities with a force can still ask for manpower 
assistance for various reasons and PSP always obliges. Rep. Rothman then asked about the actual costs of $234 
per capita for state police services and why the proposal is much lower. Sec. Albright said they understand the 
financial burdens in municipalities and were trying to make a fair baseline, but increases can be discussed. 

Rep. Schlossberg asked if the fee is only for municipalities needing full time state police presence. Sec. Albright said 
yes for the most part, unless an "extremely modest" part time force is the only force present. 

Rep. Schlossberg described the system as a trip wire rather than a sliding scale and voiced concern with 
municipalities doing the "absolute minimum" to avoid paying the fee. Sec. Albright noted the proposed fee would be 
based on previous year's data to prevent that action. 

Rep. Harper noted most municipalities relying solely on state police are rural and less dense per square mile, and 
happen to be underplayed with Marcellus shale. She highlighted a bill she has sponsored to implement a severance 
tax with half going towards PSP to help with the issue, and wondered how the administration feels about the 
proposal. Sec. Albright said he does not wish to speak for the governor, but the idea can be discussed further. He 
noted the budget proposal provides a road map to balance the budget but work with the General Assembly can occur 
moving forward. Sec. Richards said she would like to take a closer look but a funding source is needed. She added 
many low volume roads now seeing maintenance needs are in the same areas as those counties with Marcellus 
shale. Rep. Harper added the severance tax revenue would exceed the fee proposal. Sec. Albright noted $300 
million already in the budget proposal from a severance tax, to which Rep. Harper repeated that the referenced bill 
directs one half of the revenue to the teachers fund and one half to PSP. 

Rep. Heffley noted a lot of demand for PSP patrolling in assisting municipalities, but voiced concern with no cost data 
broken down between services to municipalities with no force and services to municipalities with their own forces. He 
described the fee as a tax on rural municipalities without their own police force but with no benefit increased patrol or 
service. Lt. Col. Bucar concurred service will be unchanged. Rep. Heffley acknowledged the valuable role and job of 
PSP but stated he is skeptical of imposing the fee on mostly rural counties already stretched thin. He requested a per 
capita fee be shared by all municipalities, including those receiving assistance to their own force. 

Rep. Hennessey wondered if the 410 townships with part time forces needing PSP assistance are generally 
receiving help covering overnight shifts. Lt. Col. Bucar said individual needs vary by financial strength with state 
police filling in when needed. Rep. Hennessey then asked if municipalities closer to state police barracks decide to 
forego having their own force in higher numbers. Lt. Col. Bucar indicated that does not seem to be a trend and 
decisions vary throughout the state. Rep. Hennessey asked if when PSP is called for investigations, they ask 
municipalities to pick up certain laboratory costs. Lt. Col. Bucar said lab services are normally billed to defendants 
and specialized analyses is not billed at all to municipalities. 

Rep. Quinn asked what percentages of those fees are collected for assessments. Lt. Col. Bucar indicated the 
estimate is 11 percent of all fees are collected, with 89 percent uncollected. Rep. Quinn then wondered what 
recourse PSP has for that collection. Lt. Col. Bucar indicated they have none but cannot stop doing the analyses as 
they are what lead to prosecution. Rep. Quinn wondered if there are ongoing discussions to improve that collect rate. 
Lt. Col. Bucar said collections are managed through the county probation and sentencing functions. He explained 
PSP has no direct connection to defendants being collected from, and they are forced to rely on county collection 
which often comes short due to many defendants having no income. 

Rep. Quinn noted several municipalities in Bucks County are not technically distressed but still could not afford the 
fee. She asked how per capita numbers would be determined, specifically with concern for prisons and nursing 
homes increasing the fee rate. Sec. Albright noted corrections inmates are excluded from the definition, and nursing 
homes also being exempt could be discussed. Rep. Quinn asked if the account from the fee would be restricted. Sec. 
Albright indicated it was not set up that way but could be altered. Rep. Quinn finally referenced rumors of closure and 
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consolidation of barracks, and if the fee would prevent that. Sec. Albright responded there are no further plans to 
consolidate barracks. 

Rep. Stephens asked if an assessment was done to gauge for fiscal benefits municipalities with prisons in their 
borders already receive. Sec. Albright said it was not accounted for as the proposal is about fairness and distribution. 
Rep. Stephens lastly mentioned improved fee rate collections from prisons as set in HB 285 could also help PSP. 

Rep. Culver indicated she respects PSP's role, but charging fees for "very rural" counties that have wait times over 
an hour for PSP response is not fair without better service. She asked if local ordinances will then be enforced by 
PSP. Lt. Col. Bucar said no, to which Rep. Culver said "that would be an issue." She added she understands the 
nature of difficulties covering those areas, but a significantly lower fee would be necessary for areas receiving 
minimal services. She wondered if there are state police barracks in municipalities with their own full forces, to which 
Lt. Col. Bucar said yes. Rep. Culver then wondered why rural areas should be forced to pay the fee for less coverage 
and slower responses than urban areas. Lt. Col. Bucar said population rates and crime rates must be accounted for 
in allocating officers. Rep. Culver argued those areas are not currently paying for the service but rural areas are now 
being asked to, and opined a fairer way to fund PSP is needed. 

Chairman Keller asked if PSP cannot respond quickly to a call, other municipalities with police forces will respond. Lt. 
Col. Bucar said it does happen. Chairman Keller wondered if PSP is in communication with other municipalities to 
address those calls. Lt. Col. Bucar elaborated, saying they will respond but PSP only prompts that if response time 
will be too long. Chairman Keller asked if those responding municipalities are then compensated for their actions. Lt. 
Col. Bucar explained "only if there is a reciprocity agreement." He clarified every municipality will receive PSP 
coverage if they do not have a force, but there are limitations on response time. 

Rep. Neilson asked about recovering costs and if auto insurance could be charged in PSP responses dealing with 
vehicles. Lt. Col. Bucar responded it is unethical for PSP to advocate how it should be funded. Rep. Nielson 
explained he is attempting to think outside the box for how to address the lack of recouped costs. Turning to Sec. 
Richards, he referenced the Motor License Fund and $800 million redirected to PSP. He presented data indicating 45 
percent of those funds come from southeastern Pennsylvania, and emphasized the importance of equal cost sharing 
across the state. Sec. Richards said that distribution is a factor but emphasized the department is responsible for the 
entire state is no matter where the funding comes from. However, she clarified that spending is based on various 
factors which include both need and deterioration. Rep. Neilson opined southeastern counties are carrying a large 
burden by maintaining their own forces and making higher contributions to the Motor License Fund. 

Rep. Donatucci asked what it costs the state total for PSP to provide service to municipalities. Sec. Albright said a 
per capita figure is better for context, and placed the number at actual costs of $234 per capita paired with the $25 
proposal. Rep. Donatucci agreed with Rep. Neilson, stating Philadelphia pays $650 million to run their police 
department and also contributes a lot of money towards the Motor License Fund. 

Rep. Stanley Saylor (R-York) then testified in support of HB 822, which would establish a fee schedule for services 
rendered to municipalities having a population in excess of 10,000 or a population density in excess of 160 persons 
per square mile which rely on the Pennsylvania State Police as the primary police agency. He opined "there is a real 
crisis with transportation" and referenced the increased gas tax and money running out for highway improvement, 
causing deterioration. Rep. Saylor indicated more and more local government officials are deciding to rely on state 
police to reduce costs, but large municipalities should either have their own force or be required to pay for state 
police service. He thanked the Gov. for addressing the issue, invoking issues with roads not being maintained even 
with the highest gas tax in the nation. "This is one of the most critical issues we have right now" he added, as the 
current pace would result in education cuts, personal income tax increases, or sales tax increases. Rep. Saylor 
concluded by voicing support for safe highways and full support for PSP. 

Chairman Taylor thanked Rep. Saylor for his commitment to the issue but referenced a chart showing small amounts 
of municipalities that have over 10,000 individuals relying on state police. He indicated the threshold may need to be 
adjusted "but I think you're on the right track," he added. Rep. Sturla highlighted his legislation, HB 959, which 
charges a fee for service on municipalities that rely on PSP service. He drew on the $802 million cap from the Motor 
License Fund and continued reduction by 4 percent per year, inferring that as a result of the change the state will 
need to continually replace those funds. He indicated his bill would do this incrementally, with a fee of $12.5o per 
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capita, $25 per capita the next year, $37.50 the next, continuing until year 10 when the full $300 million gap is filled. 
He summarized that this would level fund PSP while removing Motor License Fund use. 

Rep. Sturla acknowledged the merit of HB 822 and HB 959, and claimed a study capped acceptable Motor License 
Fund use as established in the constitution at $530 million for police. He continued, stating this change would 
significantly help road construction repair. On enforcement of the fee, he suggested counties should not get their 
local share of the Motor License Fund if they do not pay. Continuing on local share, population growth, and Marcellus 
shale regions, Rep. Sturla indicated that the state police budget is unevenly spread across the state as "50 percent of 
their budget goes to patrol 22 percent of the population." He also indicated population growth in Marcellus Shale 
regions have increased PSP demand, and the Marcellus shale impact fee is a reasonable and sufficient means to 
fund a local police department. 

Rep. Harper asked how much money Rep. Saylor's bill would raise. Rep. Saylor indicated $234 per person for each 
municipality with over 10,000 individuals. He also explained some boroughs transitioned to regional or state service 
to reduce costs, and either PSP funding would have to be increased as a result or municipalities would have to pay 
for their service. Rep. Harper asked for the total take, to which Rep. Saylor said it has not been calculated. Rep. 
Harper stated she has not seen a lot of municipalities switching to state services, in contradiction to Rep. Saylor's 
observations. 

Chairman Keller asked how the regional police department in Rep. Saylor's district is doing. Rep. Saylor explained a 
switch to regional often improves response time and coverage, and indicated success with implementation. 
Chairman Keller noted many other areas have failed with the switch, and wondered if there is a particular reason 
Rep. Saylor's is doing well. Rep. Saylor said politics of running the department can get in the way, and "that's why 
they fail" by not focusing on the job at hand. Rep. Sturla continued on his bill, emphasizing the relevance of a 
Marcellus Shale impact fee to help offset costs and allow municipality control. He referenced several charts in his 
testimony related to median income and millage rates, saying "we really are just trying to look at fairness." Rep. 
Sturla also took time to counter several arguments. His observations included that PSP services have been free for 
years and increased services are not necessarily deserved as a result of the fee, $234 is the actual cost of current 
service, rural vs. urban ability to pay does not hold up, the fee is not a punishment but will help roads and bridges, 
cross municipality police force service is not reimbursed, police forces in rural areas are already stretched as thin as 
possible, and every municipality has a shared ride service of some form even if it is not a bus or subway. "In 
summation, I just want to say I thank you for the opportunity to discuss this," he finished. "I would hope that 
sometime this year we can actually address this issue." 

Rep. Grove then advocated for HB 860, which requires a municipality that currently has an organized police force or 
contracted police coverage and disbands their police force to enter into an agreement with PSP for state trooper 
services to agree to pay for those services through a contract. He emphasized his belief in best results through 
market forces, and also voiced support for regional police and their contributions to service. "I think contracting is an 
appropriate way to try to address this moving forward," he summarized. 

Rep. Rothman commented a shift to fee for service is good, and asked about charging a fee based on number of 
service calls instead of per capita. Rep. Sturla said it was discussed but was decided against as it may create 
instability in local budgets through varying incident rates from year to year. He compared the current form of the bill 
to an insurance policy for each person rather than a payment for each incident. Rep. Grove indicated that is why he 
likes the contract model. Rep. Rothman opined responding to incidents is different than patrolling and more data on 
how much time PSP spends in each respect is needed. 

Rep. Harper said she philosophically has a problem with making emergency services fee for service as it is an 
essential government service. She said costs for essential services such as police and schools should be shared in 
some sense throughout the state, and has a problem with paying for public safety with a user fee. Rep. Sturla agreed 
it should not be a user fee, but the $300 million coming out of the Motor License Fund will need to be picked up 
somewhere and should go towards people who are actually using the services. "Welcome to the way budgets are 
done, that's life in the big city and in the small rural areas," Rep. Harper retorted. Rep. Sturla also explained police 
are still on call even if reports are not being responded to at the moment, with fixed costs regardless of the number of 
calls. "Just remember that when I come to you and say 'okay relieve them of a portion of their income taxes because 
they're paying for their schools at home,'" Rep. Harper responded. "I agree," Rep. Sturla indicated, drawing on the 
education funding formula resulting in some wealthier districts seeing increases as a result of previously being 
underpaid compared to what they put in. 
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Elam Herr, Assistant Executive Director, Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS), testified, 
"The governor's proposal would mandate that every municipality an annual tax to the commonwealth of $25 per 
resident if it relies on the Pennsylvania State Police as the primary provider for law enforcement services." He 
argued, "This new state tax would force over 2.5 million residents to pay twice for the very basic services that they 
currently receive from the State Police." Herr noted, "Municipalities do not have the authority to pass this new tax on 
to their residents through a per capita tax." He explained, "The only capita tax municipalities can levy is capped at 
$10 per adult resident and due to sharing with the school district, it is limited to $5 per adult resident for most 
municipalities." Herr pointed out, "The governor's police tax proposal is intended to raise revenues for the state's 
2017-18 budget." He reported, "Municipalities have adopted their budgets for calendar year 2017 and tax bill have 
already been sent." Herr stated, "Simply put, there is no way that townships could pay this tax mid-budget and tax 
year." 

Herr testified, "The proposal does not address the fact that the State Police are mandated to provide services and 
assistance to municipal police departments upon request." He explained that the State Police provides specialized 
services including use of the state helicopter, evidence collection and lab analysis, and clean-up support for illicit 
drug labs. Herr stated, "The State Police dedicate their professional resources to benefit all Pennsylvanians, at no 
additional cost to the municipality served, regardless of whether that municipality provides local police protection or 
relies mainly on the State Police." He told lawmakers, "The real issue is not the proposed $25 per person tax but 
rather what we will see in future state budgets." Herr testified, "In closing, the communities affected by the governor's 
proposal have deliberated over the prospect of forming their own police departments." He continued, "For various 
reasons they have determined that it is in the best interest of their residents and the community at large to rely on the 
State Police for primary coverage." Herr asserted, "We believe that this decision needs to remain with municipalities 
and should not be forced by the state." 

Ed Troxell, Director of Government Affairs, Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs (PSAB), reported that PSAB 
this week adopted a resolution which "supports legislation charging municipalities over 4,000 in population utilizing 
State Police service a per person fee." He outlined the association's positions of the proposed legislation. According 
to Troxell, the members expressed concern with the density requirement in House Bill 822 which they viewed as 
adverse to their interest. He commented that House Bill 860 "seems penalizing to those communities who may have 
been unable to support and afford their own local police service" and "it would also more or less put them at the will 
of the State Police when contracting services." Regarding House Bill 959, Troxell described the bill as "the most 
reasonable with elements PSAB supports." He explained, "While we maintain the need of the 4,000 population 
threshold, we are encouraged that the bill has language for reimbursement to local police forces that are mobilized in 
lieu of the Pennsylvania State Police due to service area and response times." 

Joseph Kovel, president, Pennsylvania State Troopers Association, said troopers face the challenge of availability of 
resources and personnel every day. "Pennsylvania State Troopers perform their duties to the best of their ability, but 
constrained resources challenge their ability to maintain the standards expected of them," he explained, highlighting 
the vast amount of services PSP provides to all 67 counties. "That is why every year during budget considerations 
our association urges adequate funding of our department operations and to address our deficient complement 
level," he stated. Kovel applauded the governor and General Assembly for considering the $25 fee, and repeated 
Sec. Albright's comments on Act 124 of 2012 which helped to offset costs of police operations. However, he voiced 
concern with the subsequent rescinding of those measures. 

Moving to the Motor License Fund, Kovel explained it provides nearly 75 percent of the PSP operational budget at 
$755 million in 2015-2016. "While l understand the interest in limiting or eliminating the funds allocated from the 
Motor License Fund to PSP operations, in order to free up more funds for transportation projects, the issue really 
comes down to how do you replace those funds within the General Fund," he elaborated. "The governor's proposed 
$25 service fee would be predictable and sustainable, provided municipalities continued to rely on the state police for 
their policing needs, but I question how likely it would be to increase over the coming years." Kovel indicated PSP 
assistance to municipalities is on the rise, and paired with heightened terrorism concerns, "there is no question that 
the $25 proposed fee is a hell of a bargain for all that is made available to those depending on us for their safety." In 
light of these duties, Kovel proposed the Legislative Budget and Finance Office be tasked to determine what is the 
appropriate staffing level needed to properly fulfill the mission asked of PSP as last done in 2001. "Capping or 
eliminating Motor License Fund revenues from offsetting a portion of PSP operational and equipment costs will only 
increase the pressure on you and your colleagues to find a new reliable revenue source," he stated. "That is why 
changing the current funding mix would cause me great concern for the ability of my members to sustain the level of 
service they provide today, much less meet the challenges of tomorrow." 
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In conclusion, Kovel welcomed the opportunity for further discussion and workgroups for funding sources. He 
recommended SB 172, authorizing photo speed enforcement HB 113, enacting an extraction tax on Marcellus shale 
production and directing 50 percent of those revenues to the general operations budget of PSP, be considered as 
potential revenue sources. 

Robert Latham, executive vice president, Associated Pennsylvania Constructors (APC), stated the health, vitality, 
and sustainability of the Motor License Fund is of paramount importance to APC and the commonwealth's economy 
by being used for highway purposes including safety. He recognized the variety of law enforcement services PSP 
provides, but indicated the current $802 million from the Motor License Fund to the $1.2 billion PSP budget is 
skewed compared to the role it plays in highway safety. "The cap established by the 2016-17 Fiscal Code language 
is very important," he established, saying the Motor License Fund is critical to maintaining Pennsylvania's 
infrastructure. He voiced issue with the diversion of various moneys from the fund, resulting in PennDOT and local 
governments seeing reductions in the resources they had expected to have to invest in transportation projects. "The 
diverted $802 million represents about 12 cents per gallon in the price of gasoline, or more than one-fifth of the 
approximately 55 cents in taxes levied per gallon," he elaborated. 

Latham continued, saying the issue is worsened by 1,274 out of Pennsylvania's 2,561 municipalities receiving no 
police coverage other than from PSP without a fee. "Of course, we all recognize that nothing is free. So who exactly 
pays for free state police coverage? If you own or drive a car or truck or have a drivers' license, you do. Furthermore, 
if you live in a community that has its own police force or that participates in a regional police force, you're paying 
twice." He requested a "full vetting" of the issue with the public in the face of diverted resources and increased taxes, 
which he said are largely opposed. "Again, this is not about whether state police operations need to be funded," he 
summarized. "And this is not about whether the total level of state police funding is appropriate. It's up to the General 
Assembly and administration to make that determination. This is about how much Motor License Fund revenue 
should support state police activities, given the state constitution. Again, we are pitting safe roads against public 
safety, which we believe is bad policy." Latham finally referenced a study placing that appropriate amount at $532 
million, and suggested any reduced state police funding from the Motor License Fund will only need to be replaced 
elsewhere. 

Chairman Keller pointed out Act 44 is providing the money for mass transit which is the payments to PennDOT from 
the Turnpike Commission and not the Motor License Fund. He then asked Herr if the townships are not concerned if 
the legislature does not fix the problem of funding the State Police through the Motor License Fund. Herr responded 
that PSATS agrees that the amount of money being taken from the Motor License Fund for the State Police is way 
excessive for what is being done. He said that the State Police needs to be funded "wholly." Herr explained that 
PSATS' issue is that at this particular time those municipalities without police departments are still paying into the 
state. He noted, "It's not that they are getting a free ride as some have said. They are paying their share and for that 
they are getting minimal service." 

Chairman Keller then wanted to know the cost for a State Police cadet class. Kovel responded that it is about $10 
million for 100 cadets. Chairman Keller said that it his understanding Act 89 included $5 million per year for each 
cadet class. Kovel stated he would check into it and get back to the committee. 

Rep. Donatucci stated that approximately 28 percent of Pennsylvania's population receives full or partial State Police 
patrol. She said that if that was done with the remaining 72 percent who have local police coverage it would end up 
costing the State Police $2 billion. Rep. Donatucci commented she does not see the $25 as a "big problem." Herr 
responded, "The problem isn't the issue of whether the $25 is right or not, the problem partially is will it stop at $25?" 
He continued, "Our membership does not believe it will and our membership also believes all Pennsylvanians are 
paying into the state for the State Police." 

Rep. Hennessey wanted to know what percentage of municipality's budget is dedicated to police costs. Troxell 
explained that it depends upon the population and whether the borough is part of a larger metropolitan area. He 
placed the average at about 45 percent to 52 percent of a borough's budget. Herr added that the average for his 
members is in the 40 percent to 60 percent range depending on the size of the police force and those types of 
issues. Rep. Hennessey asked if townships and boroughs that are close to a Pennsylvania State Police barracks are 
more likely not to have a local police force. He also wanted to know if any survey has been done. Herr explained he 
is not aware of any study or survey but whether or not a State Police barracks in located nearby is part of the criteria 
that a municipality would look at when deciding whether to have a police department or not. 
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Rep. Stephens commented that it his understanding that under the Borough Code a borough is required to provide 
for fire protection. He wanted to know if the same requirement is applicable to townships. Herr responded, "Yes." 
Rep. Stephens asked if there is no requirement for police protection. Herr explained the Second Class Township 
Code has a "shall provision for fire" and a "may provision for police". Troxell added that it is similar in the Borough 
Codes. 

Chairman Taylor wanted to know what types of local ordinances are not enforced by the State Police. Herr 
responded that the State Police will not provide speed checks on local roads although a barracks commander will 
allow it if there is a major issue. He also added any type of ordinance that would be passed that would require some 
type of response. Troxell cited building codes and blight ordinances as example. 

Rep. Neilson asked about the economic impact of using the $800 million from the Motor License Fund for the State 
Police on highway and bridge construction. Latham responded that the general statistic is that 40,000 jobs are 
created for every $1 billion invested. Rep. Neilson pointed out how that state money could be matched by federal 
dollars. 

Rep. Lawrence spoke of the need to examine law enforcement in Pennsylvania from "top to bottom" and how it 
should be funded. He commented that he didn't know if it should be done by a special select committee or another 
entity to examine the issue and make recommendations. 

The following provided written testimony to the committee: 

Richard Schuettler, executive director, Pennsylvania Municipal League 

The committee members were provided with the following background materials: 

• General Information 
• House Democratic Policy Committee 
• Senate Republican Policy Committee 

- 30 - 
 

Upcoming Events 
Press Conference 
Motorcyclists Rights Rally(unconfirmed) 
5/22/2017 - 12:00 PM, Main Capitol Rotunda, Harrisburg 
 
PA Turnpike Commission 
May 16, 2017 - 10:00 a.m., Turnpike Admin. Bldg, Large Board Room, 700 S. Eisenhower Blvd., 3rd Fl., Middletown 
Commission Meeting. For additional information: (717) 831-7333 
 
PA Public Utility Commission 
May 16, 2017 - 1:00 p.m., Commonwealth Keystone Building, Hearing Room 1, 400 North St., Harrisburg 
Smart Hearing on Laurel Pipe Line application. For additional information: (717) 783-1740 
 
PA Public Utility Commission 
May 16, 2017 - 6:00 p.m., Commonwealth Keystone Building, Hearing Room 1, 400 North St., Harrisburg 
Smart Hearing on Laurel Pipe Line application. For additional information: (717) 783-1740 
 
State Board of Vehicle Manufacturers, Dealers and Salespersons 
May 16, 2017 - 9:00 a.m.**Cancelled**, 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg 
Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-1697 
 
PA Public Utility Commission 
May 18, 2017 - 10:00 a.m., Commonwealth Keystone Building, Hearing Room 1, 400 North St., Harrisburg 
Public Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-1740 
 

Session Schedule 
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Senate  
May 22, 23, 24 
June 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 
 
House 
May 22, 23, 24 
June 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 
 

In the News 
 

05-11-2017 CORRECTION: DeLissio: Real ID bill could impact all Pennsylvanians 
  (Press Release) 

 
05-11-2017 PennDOT Offers Free Audio Version of PA Driver's Manual Online 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-11-2017 Governor Wolf Announces $33 Million in Traffic Signal Improvement Funding 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-11-2017 DVARP: Statement on Proposed FY2018 SEPTA Annual Service Plan 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-11-2017 Committee Supports Barrar's Bill to Pay Ambulance Companies for Services... 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-11-2017 House Transportation - PennDOT 

  (Testimony) 
 
05-11-2017 After another failure, Pittsburgh's troubled floodgate system is set for more work 

First the automated floodgates on Washington Boulevard wouldn’t work at all. Then it cost Pittsburgh about 
$42,000 to get the Highland Park traffic system back up and running, along with spare parts. Now the city 
is facing some $50,000 in additional repairs and improvements... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-11-2017 Traffic overflow from PennDOT bridge repairs chokes nearby Hunker 

Josh Edwards used to enjoy quiet evenings on the front porch of his home at Walnut Avenue and Division 
Street in Hunker. Since March, when PennDOT closed two bridges for reconstruction on Center Avenue, a 
main throughway in adjacent New Stanton, he keeps busy counting... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

 
05-11-2017 Boeing halts test flights of new plane over engine issue 

DALLAS — Boeing is suspending test flights of a new commercial airplane because of possible problems 
with a key engine part... - AP 

 
05-11-2017 It's official: The fancier the car, the more likely the driver's a jerk 

It turns out the rich really are different from you and me. They drive like entitled jerks. They’re middle-
finger-pointing, ride-up-your-trunk-bullying, outta-my-way motorists. That’s the authoritative word from 
researchers who keep track of this sort of thing.... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-11-2017 Lawyers ask DA to reverse course on Amtrak crash charges 

Plaintiffs lawyers Thomas R. Kline and Robert Mongeluzzi urged the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office 
on Wednesday to reverse course and criminally charge the Amtrak engineer who was at the controls when 
his train derailed in the Port Richmond section of the city May 12, 2015,... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-11-2017 Philadelphia port sees growth in cargo imports 

Containerized freight in 20- and 40-foot boxes was up 28 percent in the Philadelphia port in April compared 
with the same month a year ago, port officials said. The U.S. import boom continued in April, with seaborne 
tonnage volumes up 8.9 percent from a year earlier in the nation's ports. Container cargo... - Philadelphia 
Inquirer 

 

http://www.mypls.com/
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2017/2017051152.HTM
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2017/2017051169.HTM
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2017/2017051174.HTM
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2017/2017051183.PDF
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2017/2017051193.HTM
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2017/20170511TZ.PDF
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2017/05/11/washington-boulevard-flood-gates-pittsburgh/stories/201705110079
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/12260179-74/traffic-overflow-from-penndot-bridge-repairs-chokes-nearby-hunker
http://triblive.com/
http://triblive.com/business/businessbriefs/12286280-74/boeing-halts-test-flights-of-new-plane-over-engine-issue
http://triblive.com/
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/Rich-peo.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/philadelphia/Lawyers-ask-DA-to-reverse-course-on-Amtrak-crash-charges.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.philly.com/philly/business/Philadelphia-port-sees-growth-in-cargo-imports-arriving-in-containers-.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.philly.com/


 May 12, 2017 
 

PLS’s Transportation Recap – Copyright 2017 – Pennsylvania Legislative Services – www.mypls.com 

05-11-2017 What's holding back self-driving cars? Human drivers 
In just a few years, well-mannered self-driving robotaxis will share the roads with reckless, law-breaking 
human drivers... - AP 

 
05-11-2017 House changes 'Real ID' bill, putting Pennsylvania in tough spot to meet federal terrorism controls 

Pennsylvanians could face airline travel bans after the Legislature altered a bill Wednesday that would 
have paved the way for new state driver's licenses that comply with federal anti-terrorism protocols. The 
Republican-controlled House voted along near party lines to amend a... - Allentown Morning Call 

 
05-11-2017 Marianna council to move ahead with dam removal 

A motion to rescind Marianna Borough Council’s decision in April to invite American Rivers, the nation’s top 
river conservation organization, to remove Marianna dam along Main Street failed Wednesday by a 2-2-1 
vote. Council member Jeremy Berardinelli, who supports keeping the dam, proposed... - Washington 
Observer-Reporter 

 
05-11-2017 Bill to name Canonsburg bridge for Bashioum advances 

The state Senate Transportation Committee on Wednesday unanimously approved a bill that would name 
the Central Avenue Bridge in Canonsburg as the Officer Scott L. Bashioum Memorial Bridge. H.B 103, 
introduced by state Rep. Brandon Neuman, D-North Strabane, was... - Washington Observer-Reporter 

 
05-11-2017 Project to take longer than expected 

Construction on the Mount Rose interchange of Interstate 83 is behind schedule, and it's now possible the 
work could extend into 2019, according to the state Department of Transportation. The cost of the project 
also has risen by $1.2 million because of additional work needed, PennDOT spokesman Greg Penny 
said.... - York Daily 

 
05-11-2017 Somerset students receive warning of drunken driving 

They extricated the victim from the car after the hood had been taken off by firefighters. His body was lifted 
onto a gurney. A helicopter was across the street, having landed on the football field at Somerset Area 
High School. But he wasn't taken to the pilot's resting spot. He was placed... - Somerset Daily 

 
05-11-2017 More multimodal work gets OK 

The Venango County Planning Commission has given conditional approval to landscaping and lighting 
plans at the future multimodal transportation site site in Oil City. The move came at the commission's 
meeting Tuesday and is the latest in a series of actions preceding the construction of the 30,000-square 
foot... - Oil City Derrick 

 
05-11-2017 Millcreek protests PennDOT sidewalk policy 

The dispute is holding up sidewalk construction on Peach Street near Kuntz Road. Millcreek Township 
doesn’t question the need for a sidewalk along a dangerous stretch of upper Peach Street. Neither does 
the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. What they don’t agree on is who will maintain the sidewalk 
and be... - Erie Times-News 

 
05-11-2017 Millcreek protests PennDOT sidewalk policy 

The dispute is holding up sidewalk construction on Peach Street near Kuntz Road. Millcreek Township 
doesn’t question the need for a sidewalk along a dangerous stretch of upper Peach Street. Neither does 
the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. What they don’t agree on is who will maintain the sidewalk 
and be... - Erie Times-News 

 
05-11-2017 Editorial: NSA stops one abuse, but many remain 

The National Security Agency has decided to halt a controversial surveillance program, but this was just 
the tip of an iceberg of government abuses of privacy and due process. The NSA said last week that it will 
no longer engage in warrantless spying on Americans’ digital communications that merely mention a 
foreign... - Primos Delaware County Daily and Sunday Times 

 
05-11-2017 PennDOT replacing rusting 93 bridge in Sugarloaf 

A state Department of Transportation consultant said work to replace an aging Route 93 bridge in 
Sugarloaf Twp. will likely begin in October 2019. The bridge straddles the Nescopeck Creek and is showing 
signs of deterioration, said Steve Vacca, of HDR Consulting, Plymouth Meeting.... - Hazleton Standard-
Speaker 
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05-11-2017 New administrator named to head Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 
The Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission has promoted the education chief at the Railroad 
Museum of Pennsylvania to oversee the 42-year-old railroading site. Patrick C. Morrison has been 
appointed historic site administrator of the Strasburg museum. He previously served as head of the 
museum's education... - Lancaster Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-11-2017 Silver Lake Park not a golden site for new gas store, say some in Newtown Twp. 

A sliver of Silver Lake Park in Newtown Township may soon be home to more than geese and trees. That's 
because officials see the park's open space as prime land to lease or sell to a gas and convenience store 
company. The idea is the brainchild of Supervisor Phil Calabro, who brought it up at... - Levittown Bucks 
County Courier Times 

 
05-11-2017 Judge orders Philly DA's Office to charge Amtrak engineer Bostian 

Philadelphia Municipal Court President Judge Marsha Neifield on Thursday ordered the city District 
Attorney’s Office to reverse course and criminally charge Amtrak engineer Brandon Bostian with 
involuntary manslaughter and reckless endangerment. Neifield issued the order following a hearing in 
which lawyers for victims... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-11-2017 House Transportation - Hearing on State Police Coverage Fee (Part 1) 

  (Video) 
 
05-10-2017 Pittsburgh to push good corporate citizenship from self-driving companies at summit 

Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto will ask a national summit opening here Wednesday to include corporate 
citizenship in a model compact between companies developing self-driving vehicles and cities in which 
they operate. In an interview Tuesday, Mr. Peduto said he wants the National Summit on... - Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette 

 
05-10-2017 Business briefs: Bank of America pulls back North Side operations 

Bank of America pulls back North Side operations Bank of America is scaling back its operations center in 
the former Allegheny Center Mall on the North Side, throwing 112 people out of work. The effective date for 
the layoffs is July 2, according to a WARN Act... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-10-2017 Pittsburgh airport hires Sprys for development post 

Nearly two years after the man responsible for developing the land around Pittsburgh International Airport 
left for a new job, the Allegheny County Airport Authority has hired a replacement. Eric Sprys, 47, will be 
paid $190,000 in his job as chief commercial... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-10-2017 Video simulations developed by Strip District business can lead to highway construction jobs 

When Beetesha Kearney was attending Wilkinsburg High School in the early 2000s, she never dreamed 
that pursuing a career in road construction was an option. Oh, how she wishes she would have known. “I 
would have had a better life if I had heard of this before,”... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-10-2017 Pittsburgh International Airport replaces 1 executive with 2 

Pittsburgh International Airport has filled two high-level positions. The Allegheny County Airport Authority, 
which operates the airport, hired Dale Cottrill, who had been working for the airport since January 
as interim controller, as the new chief financial officer, said spokeswoman... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

 
05-10-2017 Pittsburgh Bishop Zubik shares his faith one Uber ride at a time 

Many people think of Uber as a way to get home after too many drinks at the bar. But the car share service 
also helps Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh Bishop David Zubik carry out the Lord's work. “Without intending 
to, I have become a user and a fan of the ride-sharing service Uber. It gets me where I need to go, when I 
need to be... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

 
05-10-2017 Despite issues, Spirit Airlines still plans to launch Pittsburgh flights this month 

Spirit Airlines still plans to launch flights from Pittsburgh International Airport this month, despite growing 
issues with a pilot union, an airline spokesman said Tuesday. The ultra low-cost carrier plans to start flights 
May 25 to Myrtle Beach, S.C., and Dallas/Fort Worth, followed by five other destinations throughout... - 
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

 
05-10-2017 Rail tragedy was avoidable 
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It's time to put the derailment of Amtrak Train 188 to rest, to take the lessons learned from the tragedy and 
use them to prevent more harm. Two years ago, engineer Brandon Bostian pushed the train's speed 
to dangerous levels causing it to fly off the tracks, killing eight and... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-10-2017 Can’t just blame engineer for Amtrak 188’s derailment 

It’s time to put the derailment of Amtrak Train 188 to rest, to take the lessons learned from the tragedy and 
use them to prevent more harm. Two years ago, engineer Brandon Bostian pushed the train’s speed 
to dangerous levels causing it to fly off the tracks, killing eight and... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-10-2017 Amtrak fires rail worker over Chester train derailment 

An Amtrak rail worker was fired Tuesday for his part in a 2016 train derailment in Chester that killed two 
men working on the tracks. An Amtrak internal disciplinary hearing cited William Robinson, 43, for failing to 
use devices that would have warned coming trains of the presence... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-10-2017 Uber raising rates in Pa., Del., and elsewhere to encourage drivers to join insurance program 

Uber will increase its rates by 5 cents per mile in Pennsylvania and seven other states as part of a plan 
aimed at getting drivers to opt in to an injury-protection insurance program. Drivers in the states that are 
part of the pilot program — also including Delaware, South Carolina, West Virginia, Illinois, Arizona,... - 
Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-10-2017 Commissioners vote to increase vehicle registration fee, commissioners impliment $5 vehicle 

registration fee increase 
The Centre County Board of Commissioners on Monday approved an ordinance that raises the vehicle 
registration fee by $5. The board voted 2-1 to enact the fee. Board chairman Michael Pipe and 
Mark Higgins voted in favor of the increase and Steve Dershem voted against the... - State College Centre 
Daily Times 

 
05-10-2017 Greg Zebrowski: Warehouse boom making Lehigh Valley 'a giant truck stop' 

In the debate between Lehigh County executive candidates Glenn Eckhart and Brad Osborne, Osborne 
said, "What you really need is a board that you're willing to work with and as an executive you are willing to 
work with the board." Osborne does not understand that, no matter who is on the board or... - Allentown 
Morning Call 

 
05-10-2017 Letter to the Editor: Stormwater management plans are critical for our safety 

To the Times: As local municipalities consider stormwater management plans, they need to take strong 
flood and pollution prevention measures. Poorly managed stormwater is a significant public health and 
safety risk. The National Weather Service estimated that over the last 30 years, the U.S. lost an... - Primos 
Delaware County Daily and Sunday Times 

 
05-10-2017 No Criminal Charges In Deadly Amtrak Derailment 

Philadelphia District Attorney officials say they have reached a decision on whether they will charges 
against the man at the helm of Amtrak train 188, which derailed two years ago this week. The crash killed 
eight people and injured more than 200 others. The office says it will not charge Brandon Bostian for the 
May 2015 Amtrak... - KYW News Radio 1060 

 
05-10-2017 Harrisburg must act now to resolve REAL ID mess 

Editor: Pennsylvania is currently facing down a deadline, one that should never have been an issue in the 
first place, with consequences that could potentially impact thousands of residents in this 
commonwealth. The Department of Homeland Security granted Pennsylvania an extension... - Wilkes-
Barre Citizens' Voice 

 
05-10-2017 Fayette commissioners to ink resolution in support of Mon/Fayette Expressway 

Fayette County commissioners will add their signatures to a resolution in support of the Mon/Fayette 
Expressway as the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) prepares to vote on the matter in June. 
“This is important,” said commission Chairman Vincent Vicites of the resolution... - Uniontown Herald-
Standard 

 
05-10-2017 Tough talk 

U.S. Rep. Bill Shuster, R-Hollidaysburg, who is chairman of the House Transportation Committee, has 
been criticized by some for his closeness to the airline industry. According to OpenSecrets.org., Airlines for 
America, the industry’s lobbying organization, spent more than $6.4 million on lobbying in 2016,... - 

http://www.mypls.com/
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/editorials/cant-just-blame-engineer-for-amtrak-188s-derailment-20170510.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.philly.com/philly/business/transportation/Amtrak-fires-rail-worker-over-Chester-train-derailment.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/real-time/Uber-rate-increase-driver-injury-insurance.html
http://www.philly.com/
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article149512184.html
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article149512184.html
http://www.centredaily.com/
http://www.centredaily.com/
http://www.mcall.com/opinion/yourview/mc-warehouses-lehigh-valley-zebrowski-yv0510-20170509-story.html#nt=oft01a-1li2
http://www.mcall.com/
http://www.mcall.com/
http://www.delcotimes.com/opinion/20170509/letter-to-the-editor-stormwater-management-plans-are-critical-for-our-safety
http://www.delcotimes.com/
http://www.delcotimes.com/
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2017/05/09/no-charges-amtrak-derailment/#.WRHkC6UHuWg.twitter
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/
http://citizensvoice.com/opinion/harrisburg-must-act-now-to-resolve-real-id-mess-1.2190683
http://citizensvoice.com/
http://citizensvoice.com/
http://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local_news/fayette-commissioners-to-ink-resolution-in-support-of-mon-fayette/article_88213e8a-36e3-50b0-8e03-0519892857ef.html
http://www.heraldstandard.com/
http://www.heraldstandard.com/
http://www.heraldstandard.com/opinion/editorials/tough-talk/article_a784a97d-26cd-5518-90a2-e9b300ece4b2.html


 May 12, 2017 
 

PLS’s Transportation Recap – Copyright 2017 – Pennsylvania Legislative Services – www.mypls.com 

Uniontown Herald-Standard 
 
05-10-2017 Wings Over Pittsburgh returns to 911th Airlift Wing 

MOON TWP. -- People can get a peek into the operations of the 911th Airlift Wing this weekend when the 
Wings Over Pittsburgh open house at the military base returns after a six-year hiatus. The open house will 
be held over Mother's Day weekend with the theme... - Beaver County Times 

 
05-10-2017 Erie-Western Pennsylvania Port Authority looking for water taxi operator 

The Erie-Western Pennsylvania Port Authority is accepting bids from individuals interested in operating the 
Port Authority’s water taxi service, which shuttles people back and forth across Presque Isle Bay during the 
summer months. The Port Authority needs a new operator because Norman Schlosser, who... - Erie 
Times-News 

 
05-10-2017 Another Delaware Canal camelback bridge restored 

Volunteers with Friends of the Delaware Canal have finished the restoration of another historic camelback 
bridge, the fifth of six such projects, said Susan Taylor, president of the nonprofit. Woody's bridge, named 
for a Delaware Canal State Park employee who lives... - Levittown Intelligencer 

 
05-10-2017 Families affected by DUIs make emotional plea for stricter drunk driving laws 

For the second year in a row, Chris and Susan Demko are sending an emotional message to Pennsylvania 
lawmakers -- strengthen the state’s lagging DUI laws, or tragedies like the one that killed their daughter 
will keep happening. The West Lampeter Township residents led a group of families and lawmakers... - 
Lancaster Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-10-2017 Uber raises PA rates 5 cents per mile to help drivers afford new protections 

Ride-sharing service Uber today raised its Pennsylvania rates 5 cents per mile, a move it said would help 
drivers afford new protections. Gus Fuldner, Uber's head of safety & insurance, said a new partnership 
with OneBeacon and Aon gives drivers in Pennsylvania and seven other states the... - Lancaster 
Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-10-2017 Lancaster County’s oldest covered bridge is due for repairs, another bridge tapped for removal 

A 142-year-old covered bridge will be rehabilitated in 2018 if Lancaster County Commissioners green-light 
the project at their Wednesday morning meeting. Reconstruction of Neff's Mill Covered Bridge — officially 
known as the Pequea No. 7 covered bridge — is on the commissioners’ agenda at 10... - Lancaster 
Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-10-2017 Commissioners delay terminal project payment 

The Lycoming County commissioners on Tuesday decided not to pay an $82,113 Lycoming County Airport 
Authority bill, citing legal reasons. “We have questions with it that we’d like to get resolved before making 
the payment,” said Commissioner Jack McKernan, following a... - Williamsport Sun-Gazette 

 
05-10-2017 Centre passes $5 vehicle fee ordinance 

Centre County will be able to fund more transportation projects soon. In a 2-1 vote, the Centre County 
Board of Commissioners approved passing an ordinance that will allow for the implementation of a $5 fee 
on all non-exempt vehicles registered in the county in no less than 90 days. The... - Lock Haven Express 

 
05-09-2017 Governor Wolf Announces Changes to SEPTA Board 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-09-2017 Gabler, Sankey Support Freedom of Choice in REAL ID Compliance Debate 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-09-2017 American Bridge Co. strives to carry past success into the future 

Few companies doing work with 21st-century infrastructure have as deep a history in the 20th — and even 
19th — century as American Bridge Co. When the now Coraopolis-based company was formed as part of 
U.S. Steel in 1900 by financier J.P. Morgan through the merger of 28 other companies, 90... - Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette 

 
05-09-2017 4-month Route 66 improvement project between Leechburg and North Vandergrift set to begin 

A spring has been erupting from a hillside onto Route 66 in Parks Township for as long as Larry Wilson can 
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remember. It used to move a waterwheel at the house next door, before it burned down. People still come 
and collect the water for drinking, Wilson said.... - Tarentum Valley News Dispatch 

 
05-09-2017 Buffett: United made 'terrible mistake' with dragged passenger 

NEW YORK — Warren Buffett said Monday that United Airlines bungled the case of the passenger 
dragged off a plane last month, and he is criticizing the CEO's handling of the incident... - AP 

 
05-09-2017 Feds have contacted PPA for inquiry into Uber's Greyball software 

The U.S. Justice Department has contacted the Philadelphia Parking Authority in connection with a probe 
into software Uber used to avoid enforcement when the service was illegal in the city. The Parking 
Authority’s spokesman, Martin O’Rourke, confirmed contact with the Justice Department on Friday. He did 
not indicate what... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-09-2017 A just-in-case bill reaches Gov. Tom Wolf's desk 

The Pennsylvania Senate gave swift and easy passage Monday to a bill that would extend "good 
Samaritan" immunity to school bus drivers and crossing guards called upon to administer auto-injectors like 
EpiPens to students. The bill, which also passed the state House earlier this year, now goes to... - 
Harrisburg Patriot-News 

 
05-09-2017 Deadline fast approaching for Pennsylvania to act on Real ID 

Pennsylvania is on the clock to come into compliance with the federal Real ID Act or its residents could find 
themselves unable to board a plane or visit a federal facility using their state driver's license as their 
ID. Lawmakers are working against a June 6 deadline to avoid those hassles.... - Harrisburg Patriot-News 

 
05-09-2017 Uber raises rates in eight states, including Pa., to fund driver insurance program 

Beginning Tuesday, Uber will raise rates in eight states in an effort to have customers pay the cost of a 
pilot program to provide drivers with injury protection and income security insurance. Uber has partnered 
with One Beacon and Aon to provide drivers with the... - Harrisburg Patriot-News 

 
05-09-2017 Werner trucking proposal back before Palmer planners 

PALMER TOWNSHIP — Plans for a controversial trucking facility in northern Palmer Township will be back 
in front of the township's planning commission Tuesday. Werner Enterprises, the Nebraska-based trucking 
company behind the proposal, hopes the township will approve its proposal to place a training... - 
Allentown Morning Call 

 
05-09-2017 Casey, Toomey reintroduce airplane safety legislation 

U.S. Sens. Bob Casey, D-Pa., and Pat Toomey, R-Pa., have re-introduced their legislation to improve 
safety on commercial airplane flights. The Saracini Aviation Safety Act would require that a secondary 
barrier, or wire-mesh gate, be installed on planes to prevent access to the flight deck... - Uniontown Herald-
Standard 

 
05-09-2017 Lawmaker proposes tougher penalties for DUI 

State Sen. Scott Martin Many Lancaster County residents are familiar with the heartbreaking story of 
Meredith Demko, an 18-year-old high school senior who was killed by a drunk driver in 2014. Her tragic 
death left behind a trail of devastated friends and family... - Uniontown Herald-Standard 

 
05-09-2017 So far, so good: Penn Street Bridge project starts smoothly (VIDEO) 

So much for chaos. The first day of around-the-clock lane restrictions and a ramp closure on the Penn 
Street Bridge went off without a hitch early Monday. There were concerns that the bridge construction 
project would create traffic woes for those heading into the city. But traffic over the bridge,... - Reading 
Eagle 

 
05-09-2017 Judges Weigh Trump’s ‘Muslim Ban’ Remarks at Appeals Court Hearing 

Judge Robert B. King suggested that judges could not ignore Mr. Trump’s statements and motives. “He’s 
never repudiated what he said about the Muslim ban,” Judge King said of the president. But Judge Paul V. 
Niemeyer said Mr. Trump’s official actions should not... - New York Times 

 
05-09-2017 President Trump’s lawyers on revised travel ban repeatedly asked about campaign promises 

President Trump’s political statements trailed him on Monday in court, where judges seemed skeptical his 
revised travel ban was based on national security concerns rather than his campaign promise to ban 
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Muslims from entering the United States. Thirteen judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit 
were... - Washington Post 

 
05-09-2017 Casey, Toomey re-introduce bill to improve safety on airplanes 

U.S. Sens. Bob Casey, D-Scranton, and Pat Toomey, R-Lehigh Valley, have re-introduced their legislation 
to improve safety on commercial airplanes. The Saracini Aviation Safety Act would require that a 
secondary barrier, or wire-mesh gate, be installed on planes to prevent access to the flight deck... - Beaver 
County Times 

 
05-09-2017 Can a court ignore Trump's words on the campaign trail? 

Seventeen months and a presidential inauguration have intervened since Donald Trump announced in 
December 2015 that he was calling for “a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United 
States until our country’s representatives can figure out what the hell is going... - Los Angeles Times 

 
05-09-2017 Warm weather brings motorcycle crashes across Lehigh Valley 

A few weeks ago Bethlehem police issued an alert reminding drivers to be aware that more motorcycles 
will be on the road as the weather becomes more suited for the two-wheelers. On Monday evening a 25-
year-old Breinigsville man was critically injured after his motorcycle collided with a car at the Orefield 
Middle School in... - Allentown Morning Call 

 
05-09-2017 U.S. senators from PA introduce cockpit safety bill named after Bucks County pilot killed on 9/11 

Pennsylvania's two U.S. senators have re-introduced an air travel safety bill named after a Bucks County 
pilot killed in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The Saracini Aviation Safety Act calls for the installation 
of a secondary barrier to the cockpit on commercial carriers.... - Levittown Bucks County Courier Times 

 
05-09-2017 Traffic stoppages planned along I-95 at Scudder Falls Bridge Wednesday night into Thursday 

morning 
LOWER MAKEFIELD — Motorists traveling I-95 in the vicinity of the Scudder Falls Bridge might encounter 
intermittent traffic stoppages and slowdowns during overnight hours late Wednesday and early Thursday, 
the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission announced Monday.... - Levittown Bucks County Courier 
Times 

 
05-09-2017 U.S. senators from PA introduce cockpit safety bill named after Bucks County pilot killed on 9/11 

Pennsylvania's two U.S. senators have re-introduced an air travel safety bill named after a Bucks County 
pilot killed in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The Saracini Aviation Safety Act calls for the installation 
of a secondary barrier to the cockpit on commercial carriers.... - Levittown Intelligencer 

 
05-09-2017 County officials close Schwenkmill Road Bridge after crashes involving commercial trucks 

Four accidents in recent weeks have led Bucks County officials to close Schwenkmill Road Bridge in 
Hilltown. The county's director of general services, Kevin Spencer, said Monday the decision to close the 
small bridge that crosses Morris Run near Minsi Trail... - Levittown Intelligencer 

 
05-09-2017 Jakes Rocks trail project receives $225,000 grant 

The Trails at Jakes Rocks project received an injection of dollars on Friday. According to Congressman 
Glenn Thompson (R-5th), the Appalachian Regional Commission awarded a $225,000 grant to the Warren 
County Development Association for the second phase of the trails project.... - Warren Times Observer 

 
05-09-2017 Jakes Rocks trail project receives $225,000 grant 

The Trails at Jakes Rocks project received an injection of dollars on Friday. According to Congressman 
Glenn Thompson (R-5th), the Appalachian Regional Commission awarded a $225,000 grant to the Warren 
County Development Association for the second phase of the trails project.... - Warren Times Observer 

 
05-09-2017 Gary Howell | Route 220 instead of I-81? 

Recently, legislators and other officials from New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia and Virginia 
met in Martinsburg, West Virginia, to discuss the future of Interstate 81. Subjects ranged from commerce 
and economic activity to the most pressing problem: traffic capacity. Discussions have long ranged from 
widening I-81... - Johnstown Tribune-Democrat 

 
05-09-2017 House panel approves Real ID bill 

A House committee has voted out legislation to change a 2012 law that bars the state from participating in 

http://www.mypls.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.timesonline.com/news/governmentandpolitics/casey-toomey-re-introduce-bill-to-improve-safety-on-airplanes/article_05ef11de-3421-11e7-b5d9-cb8c61ebc353.html
http://www.timesonline.com/
http://www.timesonline.com/
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/opinion-la/la-ol-court-muslim-20170508-story.html#nt=oft12aH-2gp2
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-orefield-middle-school-motorcycle-crash-update-20170509-story.html
http://www.mcall.com/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local/u-s-senators-from-pa-introduce-cockpit-safety-bill-named/article_c07eac39-bae5-598a-8dfc-bb2c35851aa7.html
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local/traffic-stoppages-planned-along-i--at-scudder-falls-bridge/article_dd0225ac-341d-11e7-9754-abf662bbb587.html
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local/traffic-stoppages-planned-along-i--at-scudder-falls-bridge/article_dd0225ac-341d-11e7-9754-abf662bbb587.html
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/u-s-senators-from-pa-introduce-cockpit-safety-bill-named/article_f97ce7e2-33fc-11e7-8690-4f80cd78fa1c.html
http://www.theintell.com/
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/county-officials-close-schwenkmill-road-bridge-after-crashes-involving-commercial/article_67032586-3440-11e7-9a52-a301e23807a9.html
http://www.theintell.com/
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2017/05/jakes-rocks-trail-project-receives-225000-grant/
http://www.timesobserver.com/
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2017/05/jakes-rocks-trail-project-receives-225000-grant/
http://www.timesobserver.com/
http://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/columns/gary-howell-route-instead-of-i/article_eab4c1e8-3425-11e7-a310-e38c82044f63.html
http://www.tribdem.com/
http://cumberlink.com/news/local/capital_region/house-panel-approves-real-id-bill/article_beddd249-24dc-5736-a8bf-7297a142b872.html


 May 12, 2017 
 

PLS’s Transportation Recap – Copyright 2017 – Pennsylvania Legislative Services – www.mypls.com 

the federal Real ID Act. SB133 was approved by the State Government Committee on Monday after an 
amendment to allow PennDOT to issue both compliant and... - Carlisle Sentinel 

 
05-09-2017 Wolf, PennDOT announce road funds 

Gov. Tom Wolf and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation have announced that more than $200 
million in highway and bridge improvements will take place across PennDOT’s six-county District 9 region 
during the 2017 construction season. District 9 includes Blair, Bedford, Cambria, Huntingdon, Somerset 
and... - Altoona Mirror 

 
05-09-2017 Amtrak engineer won't be charged in Philadelphia crash that killed 8 

Philadelphia prosecutors say the speeding Amtrak engineer involved in a derailment that killed eight people 
and injured about 200 others won't be charged... - AP 

 
05-09-2017 Uber raising rates in Pa., Del., and elsewhere to encourage drivers to join insurance program 

Uber will increase its rates by 5 cents per mile in Pennsylvania and seven other states as part of a plan 
aimed at getting drivers to opt in to an injury-protection insurance program. Drivers in the states that are 
part of the pilot program — also including Delaware, South Carolina, West Virginia, Illinois, Arizona,... - 
Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-09-2017 No charges against Amtrak engineer who derailed train 

The Philadelphia District Attorney's Office will not file criminal charges against an Amtrak engineer who 
was operating a train that derailed north of 30th Street Station in 2015, killing eight. "We cannot conclude 
that the evidence rises to the high level necessary to... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-08-2017 PennDOT Secretary Richards Receives Peter Quinn Award from GVF TMA 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-08-2017 City's embrace of self-driving technology puts it at forefront of urban planning summit 

For the past couple of years, Ronald Bogle has watched as researchers and transportation officials have 
talked about the upcoming changes that self-driving vehicles will bring to mobility and safety. But as 
president and CEO of the American Architectural Foundation, Mr.... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-08-2017 Two-year Elizabeth Bridge rehab begins this summer 

PennDOT officials will meet with residents Tuesday to discuss the upcoming two-year rehabilitation project 
on the Elizabeth Bridge, which spans the Monongahela River between Elizabeth and West Elizabeth 
boroughs. The cantilever bridge, which opened in 1948, is expected to have traffic... - Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette 

 
05-08-2017 High-tech signals keep Monroeville-Murrysville traffic flowing 

In the 30 years Shelley Earhart has lived in Monroeville and traveled U.S. Route 22, she doesn’t remember 
the commute being as easy as it has been over the past two years. “I travel from Monroeville to Murrysville 
to work every day and, if you are driving the speed limit, you will get a green traffic light all the way... - 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-08-2017 Bus company with $69m contract fails some Philly students 

When the big yellow school bus rumbles up to Emma Hertzog’s house, it’s cause for celebration. It’s 
doesn’t happen every day. Rita Hertzog, Emma's mother, loses count when she tries to tally the number of 
times her 8-year-old has been late or absent from school, or gotten home... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-08-2017 Society Hill ready to support smart green initiatives 

Is Society Hill against green initiatives? Of course not. Just to name two, Society Hill favors green roofs 
and supports increasing the use of electric vehicles in Philadelphia. However, local policies that try to 
support these two environmental initiatives are not the best way to go green.... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-08-2017 Tractor-trailer fire slows Pa. Turnpike traffic 

Westbound traffic on the Pennsylvania Turnpike is stopped or slow moving due to a tractor-trailer fire. The 
truck is on the westbound shoulder at milepost 251.1 between Exit 266 to Lebanon-Lancaster and Exit 247 
to Harrisburg East, according to the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.... - Harrisburg Patriot-News 

 
05-08-2017 Berks traffic fatalities up sharply after record low in 2016 
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The death toll from crashes on county roads through April is triple the toll at the same time in 2016. The 21 
deaths this year include four from crashes prior to 2017, three pedestrians and a motorcyclist. According to 
Berks County Coroner Dennis J. Hess, the vehicle-related... - Reading Eagle 

 
05-08-2017 The Rundown: Reps. Smucker, Shuster address United Airlines mess 

Smucker, shuster address United mess Reading's congressman took United Airlines CEO Oscar Munoz to 
task during a hearing of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee last week. U.S. Rep. Lloyd 
Smucker, a Lancaster County Republican who also represents... - Reading Eagle 

 
05-08-2017 Uber driver accused of twice punching male patron 

An Uber driver is facing an assault charge after allegedly punching a male patron twice in a 
dispute. Charged is Julio Cesar Acosta Jr, 38, of Allentown. The 53-year-old victim from East Texas 
reported Acosta at 10 p.m. this past Wednesday was driving him to his Lehigh County home when an 
argument... - Easton Express-Times 

 
05-08-2017 Trump’s revised travel ban faces legal challenges in courtrooms on both coasts 

President Trump’s revised travel ban faces two major legal tests this month when federal appeals courts on 
opposite coasts take up challenges to an executive order that the administration says is urgently needed 
for national security and that opponents say discriminates against Muslims.... - Washington Post 

 
05-08-2017 EDITORIAL Long-term spending plan needed to save America’s infrastructure 

It’s painfully obvious to anyone driving on Pennsylvania’s roads and highways that infrastructure 
improvements are badly needed. The state began to address its crumbling infrastructure – specifically its 
long list of structurally deficient bridges – upon passing Act 89... - Washington Observer-Reporter 

 
05-08-2017 Trooper involved in two-vehicle crash on I-83 

A state trooper was involved in a two-vehicle crash this morning on I-83 North near the state line, according 
to state police and York County 911. "There was a trooper struck while he was in his car. He's OK," state 
police spokeswoman Megan Frazer said. The trooper was taken to a local hospital, Frazer said.... - York 
Daily 

 
05-08-2017 Ex-N.J. budget chief: Trump needs $4.6 trillion to fund infrastructure. Find it here 

The status of the nation's infrastructure may be characterized as anywhere from discouraging to alarming. 
Every four years the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) issues a report on the status of 
infrastructure for the nation and for each state. Their latest report was for 2016.... - Trenton Times 

 
05-08-2017 The U.S. doesn't need new rail. We need to fix the transit lines we already have 

Rail transit is vital to the health of a small number of U.S. cities such as New York, Chicago and 
Philadelphia, which are all struggling to keep their existing systems running safely and smoothly. The Bay 
Area’s BART needs about $10 billion in maintenance. Washington’s Metro has had... - Los Angeles Times 

 
05-08-2017 Local police need radar 

Pennsylvania is the only state that does not allow radar use by municipal police; radar is currently only 
used by state police. There is a state bill (SB 535) that has been introduced to end that monopoly and allow 
municipal police to utilize this enforcement tool.... - Levittown Bucks County Courier Times 

 
05-08-2017 Lancaster Watchdog: Potholes in the city and a confusing intersection 

Potholes and a busy intersection are on the minds of two readers this week. - Lancaster Intelligencer 
Journal 

 
05-08-2017 Homeowners’ group wants road deeded to township 

Other than wanting to help resolve the matter, Kennett Township officials say they “don’t have a dog in the 
fight” among neighbors on Black Rock Hill Road. The Kennett Township supervisor’s meeting Wednesday 
night had a nearly empty official agenda — only two escrow releases, among the most... - West Chester 
Daily Local News 

 
05-08-2017 Downtown traffic pattern changes: Debate welcomed 

Given the debate about traffic patterns in downtown Williamsport, the best answers may come via a traffic-
impact study that is upcoming to determine the effects of changing traffic patterns downtown. But this much 
already is certain. The commercial business district of... - Williamsport Sun-Gazette 
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05-08-2017 Daniel's Law in effect, but family remains active 

Michelle Gallatin Baughman's life has changed since the death of her father, Daniel Gallatin. Today— just 
a day shy of the fourth anniversary of the date he was killed by a distracted motorist who was texting while 
driving — Gallatin Baughman will participate in the annual Proclamation Run,... - New Castle News 

 
05-08-2017 Bill would put repeat drunk drivers behind bars 

Legislation introduced in the state Senate would toughen penalties for repeat drunk drivers. The bill 
authored by state Sen. Scott Martin, R-Lancaster, would increase the penalty for a person who’s caught 
driving under the influence twice in a 10-year period.... - NC NEWS 

 
05-08-2017 Wolf announces rail project approvals in Mifflin County 

Gov. Tom Wolf announced Thursday that two rail projects in Mifflin County are among those totaling more 
than $40 million through the State Transportation Commission. “Keeping our extensive rail freight system in 
good shape is a common-sense way to ensure a sound foundation for the state’s... - Lewistown Sentinel 

 
05-08-2017 CAT delays budget decision amidst heightened tensions 

A CAT bus makes a stop along South Hanover Street in Carlisle. The board of Capital Area Transit voted 
Thursday to suspend a vote on the agency’s 2017-18 budget until board members can further review 
the fiscal plan, following yet another outcry from Cumberland County officials... - Carlisle Sentinel 

 
05-08-2017 Gasoline prices weighed down by plunge in oil prices 

After rising more than 20 cents in April, the average gasoline price in the Pittsburgh region fell 2 cents in 
the last week and sits around $2.69 this morning, according to GasBuddy’s survey of more than 700 
stations in southwestern Pennsylvania. The downward shift is a remarkable move as gasoline prices 
usually continue... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-08-2017 President Trump’s lawyers on revised travel ban repeatedly asked about campaign promises 

Lawyers for President Trump faced a skeptical panel of judges Monday in arguing that his travel ban from 
certain countries was based on national security concerns rather than a campaign promise to ban Muslims 
from entering the country. The entire U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit was considering the... - 
Washington Post 

 
05-08-2017 Trump Travel Ban Arguments Heard by Appeals Court 

Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson III, appointed by President Ronald Reagan, recused himself, presumably 
because the government’s lawyer in the case, Jeffrey B. Wall, the acting United States solicitor general, is 
his son-in-law. Judge Allyson Kay Duncan, appointed by Mr. Bush, also... - New York Times 

 
05-08-2017 House State Government 

5/8/17, 12:00 p.m., G-50 Irvis Office Building 
 By Kimberly Hess, Pennsylvania Legislative Services The committee met to consider bills. SB 133   (PN 
555) The REAL ID Compliance Act requires the Department of  Transportation to submit a written request 
to the Department of Homeland  Security that seeks an extension of time for the Commonwealth to 
comply  with the provisions of the federal REAL ID Act. The amount of time  requested for the extension 
shall be at the discretion of the Secretary of  Transportation. Requires the secretary to also present a report 
to the  chairs and minority chairs of the Senate Communication and Technology  Committee and the 
Senate and House Transportation Committees providing  details and all estimated costs associated with 
the implementation and  maintenance of all remaining requirements for compliance with the federal  REAL 
ID Act as determined by the US Department of Homeland Security. Also  requires the report to include all 
estimated initial and recurring costs to  establish and maintain a two-tiered system which provides 
individuals with  a choice between being issued a standard driver's license or identification  card or a 
driver's license or identification card compliant with the REAL  ID Act. The bill makes repeals the REAL ID 
Nonparticipation Act. Effective  immediately. (Prior Printer Number: 155)  - The bill was unanimously 
reported as amended.  

 
05-07-2017 Brian O'Neill: Parking costs plenty, but it was almost worse 

City finances are looking better these days, logging a $37 million surplus last year, not least because of all 
the parking revenue. Remember that Pittsburgh came dangerously close to selling all those parking spaces 
a few years ago. Former Mayor Luke Ravenstahl wanted to take... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-07-2017 PennDOT roadwork planned around Westmoreland County 
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PennDOT's Westmoreland County maintenance staff plans to pave Ross Mountain Park Road in Fairfield 
and Ligonier townships. Additional work tentatively slated for the week beginning Monday includes pipe 
and inlet cleaning on Georges Station Road in Hempfield, culvert repairs on Mars Hill... - Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review 

 
05-07-2017 Crumbling roads and bridges bring higher taxes and fees 

For the first time in nearly 30 years, Tennessee will soon tax motorists more to fill their tanks... - AP 
 
05-07-2017 As train derailment anniversary nears, time to charge the Amtrak engineer may be running out 

Two years ago this Friday, Amtrak engineer Brandon Bostian drove a seven-car train off the tracks at 
Frankford Curve, killing eight and injuring more than 150 people. Bostian accelerated Amtrak train 188 to 
106 mph, more than twice the speed posted for that stretch of track, as it approached the turn just north 
of... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-07-2017 After readers suggest worst potholes in area, reporter and editor go on 'pothole patrol' 

Potholes. They’re a fact of life in Northeast Pennsylvania, opening up each year as winter slumps into 
spring. A few weeks ago, The Sunday Times asked Facebook for suggestions on the "most teeth-rattling, 
hubcap-stealing, compact-car-swallowing potholes" in... - Scranton Times 

 
05-07-2017 Roads, economic development and power plant proposal top issues in Archbald primary 

Six Democrats pack Archbald’s borough council primary election race this year, jockeying for three open 
seats. Current Councilman Randy Grandinetti, 53, challenges incumbent Mayor Shirley Grabin Barrett, 61, 
for the mayor’s chair. Both are Democrats. All but one council candidate have experience in public 
office.... - Scranton Times 

 
05-07-2017 Pa. lawmakers still dawdling on REAL ID | Editorial 

The clock is ticking down in Harrisburg. Again. We're not talking about the June 30 budget deadline. That's 
another worry, as lawmakers attempt to plug a budget deficit pushing $3 billion. The next urgent call to 
legislative action is June 6. That's the federal... - Easton Express-Times 

 
05-07-2017 Pat Bywater: No excuses, ride to live 

Pennsylvania's motorcycle safety classes are a combination of classroom and riding range lessons 
available at no additional cost to those with a learner's permit or license. The pavement was a blur, rushing 
by like a rain-swollen river. And I was a statistic waiting to happen — a teenager on an old... - Erie Times-
News 

 
05-07-2017 Get ready: Penn Street Bridge work means a tougher time getting into Reading 

The project to rehabilitate the Penn Street Bridge has, so far, not caused too many headaches. Come 
Monday, that could change. That's when around-the-clock lane restrictions will begin.Traffic entering the 
city will be pinched to one lane until the project wraps up at the end... - Reading Eagle 

 
05-07-2017 Editorial: Get ready for bridge construction 

Work is about to begin in earnest on the $42.5 million project to repair the Penn Street Bridge. The 
roadwork is necessary but is almost certain to cause serious traffic headaches. The exit ramp from 
westbound Route 422 to the Penn Street Bridge is scheduled to be closed late tonight and isn't... - Reading 
Eagle 

 
05-07-2017 Inside VW’s Campaign of Trickery 

The meeting “went very well,” Mr. Schmidt wrote. He cautioned, however, that the information he presented 
might encounter “headwind” when it was examined by experts at the Air Resources Board lab in El Monte, 
near Los Angeles. That was an understatement. The experts soon concluded that the technical information 
Mr. Schmidt... - New York Times 

 
05-07-2017 Justice Department Expands Its Inquiry Into Uber’s Greyball Tool 

An inquiry by the United States Department of Justice into Uber’s use of a program to deceive some 
regulators has expanded. The ride-hailing company has been under scrutiny from the Justice Department 
over a tool called Greyball, which The New York Times reported... - New York Times 

 
05-07-2017 Should California allow cyclists to roll through stop signs? Yes, let's give it a try 

Should a bicyclist be allowed to roll though a stop sign when there’s no traffic around? Idaho lawmakers 
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thought so when they loosened rules for bike riders more than 30 years ago, allowing them to treat a stop 
sign like a yield sign. Intuitively, it seems unsafe. Don’t we put stop signs in places where... - Los Angeles 
Times 

 
05-05-2017 Weekly Update: Healthcare, Job Creation, PennDOT Projects 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-05-2017 Stateline Daily: Amid Gas-Tax Revenue Decline, New Fees on Fuel-Efficient Cars 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-05-2017 SEPTA To Hold Annual Service Plan Hearings May 9 & 10 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-05-2017 Governor Wolf, PennDOT Announce $200 million in Roadway Improvements 

  (Press Release) 
 
05-05-2017 Ray Betler, head of Westinghouse company building the world's railroads 

In a red-brick building that in the late 1800s housed management of George Westinghouse’s first company, 
Ray Betler’s office overlooks a rail line that howled and rumbled with passing trains one gray afternoon 
in February. It’s a fitting spot for the head of Wabtec Corp. Odds are, every... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
05-05-2017 Port Authority outlines detours on Pittsburgh Marathon weekend 

Port Authority of Allegheny County on Thursday announced several bus route detours will be in place this 
weekend because of the Pittsburgh Marathon and related events. The service changes for Saturday are as 
follows: • Buses will be detoured from 7 a.m. until about noon, when all buses... - Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review 

 
05-05-2017 Cumberland, Dauphin counties at odds over CAT budget 

HARRISBURG - Citing what they called an "irresponsible budget," Cumberland County commissioners 
yesterday passed a resolution, asking the other two government bodies that fund Capital Area Transit to 
vote down the bus service's budget today. The county's commissioners have previously cited a PennDOT 
study showing... - Harrisburg Patriot-News 

 
05-05-2017 Pennsylvania's road-work season is starting: 'There are a lot of construction zones' 

There's an old saying that there's two seasons in Pennsylvania: Winter and construction. This year, as in 
the past few years since the passage of Act 89 in 2013, construction season is going to be a busy one for 
the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. In District 8 alone (which encompasses a nine... - 
Harrisburg Patriot-News 

 
05-05-2017 Largest US-built container ship marks construction milestone 

PHILADELPHIA A container ship that will be the largest ever built in the U.S. has marked a key milestone 
at the Philadelphia shipyard where it is being constructed... - AP 

 
05-05-2017 PEL exposes police myths 

Critics respond with a myth to Gov. Tom Wolf’s plan to assess a fee on local governments that refuse to 
hire their own police and rely on state police, for free. Poor rural communities, they say, are low-crime, 
sparsely populated areas that simply can’t afford to pay for police.... - Scranton Times 

 
05-05-2017 Commissioners award contract for final phase of Greene County Airport project 

WAYNESBURG – The Greene County commissioners have awarded a contract for the final phase of the 
airport business development construction project. The county opened seven bids April 18 for the new 
parking lot near the building and a road leading to the hangars. They awarded the contract... - Washington 
Observer-Reporter 

 
05-05-2017 Commissioners award contract for final phase of Greene County Airport project 

WAYNESBURG – The Greene County commissioners have awarded a contract for the final phase of the 
airport business development construction project. The county opened seven bids April 18 for the new 
parking lot near the building and a road leading to the hangars. They awarded the contract... - Washington 
Observer-Reporter 
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05-05-2017 DUI town hall planned for tonight 
Sen. Mike Folmer and the Newberry Township Police Department are hosting a drunk and drugged driving 
town hall meeting on Thursday, May 4. The public is invited to voice their concerns to state legislators, 
local law enforcement and other state officials during the discussion about what... - York Daily 

 
05-05-2017 It's time to take drug-impaired driving seriously and err on the side of safety 

THE ISSUE According to the district attorney’s office, drug-impaired DUI cases are on the rise in Lancaster 
County. As LNP reported Sunday, such cases account for 28 percent of the 199 DUI cases in the county 
so far this year. Drug-impaired driving offenses made up 27 percent of the 1,581 DUI dockets... - Lancaster 
Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-05-2017 Legislators should adjust priorities 

I see our politicians are talking about adopting stiffer penalties for DUIs. Aren’t these the same politicians 
who made it possible to fill up with gas and beer at the same stop? They had time to pass legislation 
for something they shouldn’t have done, but not time to take care of... - Lancaster Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-05-2017 Work begins on 6 miles of Route 283, part of $1B project to improve Capital Beltway 

Gov. Tom Wolf on Thursday kicked off an $89 million reconstruction project on a 6-mile section of Route 
283 in the area of the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The Dauphin County project is the largest in a $533 million 
package of roadwork scheduled this year in the southcentral region of the state, which... - Lancaster 
Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-05-2017 Work begins on 6 miles of Route 283, part of $1B project to improve Capital Beltway 

Gov. Tom Wolf on Thursday kicked off an $89 million reconstruction project on a 6-mile section of Route 
283 in the area of the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The Dauphin County project is the largest in a $533 million 
package of roadwork scheduled this year in the southcentral region of the state, which... - Lancaster 
Intelligencer Journal 

 
05-05-2017 Motorists vs critters: When animals and bugs cause crashes 

What do squirrels, spiders, turkeys, ducks, and opossums have in common? They have all recently caused 
local drivers to freak out and get in accidents. And it keeps happening. Last week, there was a single-car 
crash in Lititz after a woman lost control of her car while swatting at a spider rappelling down from the 
roof... - Philadelphia Inquirer 

 
05-05-2017 Philly Shipyard, Matson mark construction of largest U.S.-built container ship with ceremony 

Philly Shipyard Inc. and Matson Inc. marked a ship construction milestone, with a "dock mounting 
ceremony," Thursday in the construction of the first of two container ships that will be completed in the third 
quarter of 2018. The South Philadelphia shipyard won contracts, valued at $418 million, in... - Philadelphia 
Inquirer 

 
05-05-2017 Making the connection 

As time moves on, it’s important that people remember the attacks Americans faced on Sept. 11, 2001. In 
addition to the memorials that are located in Stonycreek Township, New York City and Washington, D.C., 
there are efforts underway to connect the three locations where planes crashed with a hiking trail.... - 
Somerset Daily 

 
05-05-2017 Somerset County responsible for 62 bridges 

Somerset County owns 62 bridges but does not use general fund money to maintain or repair them. The 
commissioners are not sure exactly how the county ended up owning bridges. The understanding is that at 
the time the bridges were built, the townships and boroughs did not have the resources to build them, so 
the... - Somerset Daily 

 
05-05-2017 Wrong flight pattern for outsourcing 

News out of Washington that the Trump administration has proposed shifting the responsibility for air traffic 
control to the private sector favors big business and has the potential to ground smaller, rural airports like 
we have in the Valley with additional fees.... - Sunbury Daily Item 

 
05-05-2017 Union Township increases transit contribution 

Union Township increased its contribution to the New Castle Transit Authority by almost $700 in a special 
meeting Thursday. The township will pay $14,514 for bus service in 2017-18 compared to $13,823 last 
year. The state requires a five percent annual increase from participating local... - New Castle News 
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05-05-2017 Trails, tourism at center of promotional effort 

The Blairsville Walk Works group, in preparation for National Travel and Tourism Week next week, took a 
stroll and discussed the history of the Blairsville Riverfront Trail, led by Ed Patterson, director of 
Indiana County Parks & Trails. This year, his department is celebrating its 50th anniversary.... - Indiana 
Gazette 

 
05-05-2017 Uber Faces Federal Inquiry Over Use of Greyball Tool to Evade Authorities 

Reuters reported on Thursday that the inquiry was a criminal investigation. The United States attorney’s 
office for the Northern District of California generally conducts criminal investigations, and some of the 
laws that Uber may have broken carry criminal penalties. A federal inquiry often... - New York Times 

 
05-05-2017 China’s New Jetliner, the Comac C919, Takes Flight for First Time 

Planning for the 158-seat C919 began more than a decade ago, but the plane has become a centerpiece 
of the country’s more recent ambitions to become largely self-sufficient in many high-tech goods and to 
export them as well. That plan, called Made in China 2025, worries many Western... - New York Times 

 
05-05-2017 Family booted from Delta flight and threatened with jail after refusing to give up toddler’s seat 

A Southern California father said he and his family were booted from a Delta flight after they declined to 
give up a seat they had bought for their teenage son and were attempting to use for his 2-year-old 
sibling. Brian and Brittany Schear, of Huntington Beach, were on a red-eye flight... - Washington Post 

 
05-05-2017 Justice Department opens criminal probe into Uber 

Since the beginning of 2017, Uber has seen non-stop controversies from controversies in one place. 
(Daron Taylor,Jhaan Elker/The Washington Post) Since the beginning of 2017, Uber has seen non-stop 
controversies from controversies in one place. Since the beginning of 2017, Uber has seen... - Washington 
Post 

 
05-05-2017 Amid Gas-Tax Revenue Decline, New Fees on Fuel-Efficient Cars 

Lawmakers in California, home to almost half of the nation’s electric vehicles, decided this year to impose 
an annual fee on the owners of plug-in electric cars beginning in 2020. Meanwhile, Maine is considering an 
annual fee on both plug-in electric vehicles and more popular hybrids, which run on both gasoline and... - 
Stateline.org 

 
05-05-2017 Travel, tourism make difference 

May is the month where travel and tourism really kick up, so I thought I’d talk about our industry a bit. On 
the campaign trail, there was much talk about a renewed focus on creating and keeping good American 
jobs. A top performer in that category is an industry our leaders are pretty familiar with: travel.... - Pottsville 
Republican and Evening Herald 

 
05-05-2017 Upswing in passengers continues at DuBois airport 

FALLS CREEK — Airline passenger statistics are up, up and away at the DuBois Regional Airport. Year-to-
date totals were reviewed at the last meeting of the Clearfield-Jefferson Counties Regional Airport Authority 
meeting. For the first three months of 2017, there were a total of 593 airline... - DuBois Courier-Express 

 
05-05-2017 PennDOT tree trimming in progress 

LOCK HAVEN — Crews from Sidelines Tree Service of Oakdale, Pa., began tree trimming work 
Wednesday in Clinton County, according to PennDOT. This work is expected to continue through June and 
involves Route 64 and Route 144. The tree trimming will provide daylighting along these roads and... - 
Lock Haven Express 

 
05-05-2017 Wolf announces rail project approvals in Mifflin County 

LEWISTOWN — Gov. Tom Wolf announced Thursday that two rail projects in Mifflin County are among 
those totaling more than $40 million through the State Transportation Commission. “Keeping our extensive 
rail freight system in good shape is a common-sense way to ensure a sound foundation for the state’s... - 
Lewistown Sentinel 

 
05-05-2017 Thompson: Funding bill saves rural air service subsidy 

The annual battle for funding for the Essential Air Service subsidy appears to be ending on a positive 
note. U.S. Rep. Glenn Thompson, R-Pa., notified The Era Wednesday that the commercial airline subsidy 
for rural areas was funded at $150 million in the bill passed earlier in the day as part of a funding package 
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to keep the... - Bradford Era 
 
05-05-2017 Letter: Harrisburg must act now to resolve REAL ID mess 

Dear Editor: Pennsylvania currently faces a deadline, one that should never have been an issue in the first 
place, with consequences that could potentially impact thousands of residents. The Department of 
Homeland Security granted Pennsylvania an extension through June 6 to give the state time to comply with 
the federal REAL ID... - Carlisle Sentinel 
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